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Shifts Seen in Influence of Presidential Advisers 
33420006a Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 11 Oct 87 p 8 


[Article by Jose Fonseca Filho] 


[Text] Brasilia—The past few months have seen not only 
structural changes in President Sarney’s group of advis- 
ers but also shifts in the amount of influence that each of 
those assistants, with his own advice and experience, 
exerts on the president. The first result of this has been 
the change in Sarney’s attitude, which is now more 
aggressive in the face of the political crisis, reaching the 
point that he is suggesting a pact beyond the parties and 
expecting to receive support by telegram, with no need 
for personal conversations with the leaders. 


Not all of those counted among Sarney’s direct advisers 
work in Planalto Palace every day, but they have been 
seen in the presidential office with increasing frequency 
in recent weeks. Chief among them is Minister of Com- 
munications Antonio Carlos Magalhaes, who some time 
ago was avoiding direct political activity following his 
defeat in Bahia politics but encouraging Sarney to adopt 
a more aggressive attitude and criticizing the PFL [Lib- 
eral Front Party] for trying to remain above the presi- 
dent. Another leading presidential adviser, whose influ- 
ence is growing steadily stronger than it was at the start 
of this administration, is the head of the SNI [Nationa! 
Intelligence Service], General Ivan de Souza Mendes. 


Antonio Carlos Magalhaes has been a friend of Sarney’s 
since the days of ARENA [National Renewal Alliance], 
and he has always said that he is “the president’s 
minister,” not a PFL minister. The result is that he has 
never hesitated to display his personal solidarity with the 
president in times of crisis. He has been called in as an 
adviser in connection with the most recent presidential 
pronouncements. And with the implosion of the Demo- 
cratic Alliance, he stopped spending his sacred weekends 
in Bahia so as to participate in secret meetings with 
Sarney at Alvorada Palace. Antonio Carlos felt that the 
president’s style was too placid for the rigors of politics, 
and he advocated the adoption of clear and coherent 
positions. 


Parallel with that, the minister of communications saw a 
drop in the power of Marco Maciel and other stars of the 
PFL, a development that was to work in his favor, since 
he had always considered himself more a PDS [Social 
Democratic Party] dissijent without a party than a 
member of the PFL. Antonio Carlos was able to trans- 
form his ministry—previously scorned as an eminently 
technical ministry—into a factor of political power in 
favor of the administration. Although he does not show 
it to anyone, he has a list of those deputies and senators 
who own radio stations, and he has good relations with 
the moderate sectors of the PMDB [Brazilian Demo- 
cratic Movement Party], including Speaker Ulysses Gui- 
maraes. 
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The head of the SNI, Gen Ivan de Sousa Mendes, is now 
being mentioned in the palace as one of Sarney’s chief 
political advisers, a position which, ironically, is also 
occupied at another level by the minister of Army, 
General Leonidas Pires Goncalves. Palace advisers 
admit that since the PMDB and PFL are distancing 
themselves from Planalto Palace, their place is being 
taken by the military ministers, and the two generals are 
revealing themselves to be ‘“‘more sensitive and moderate 
than the politicians.” 


Gen Leonidas has not only retained his influence but 
increased it in his position as presidential adviser, and he 
is moving increasingly toward the political sector and 
beyond the strictly military sphere. There are not a few 
congressmen who recognize the minister of Army’s polit- 
ical qualities, and while some criticize it, others praise 
his boldness in trying to influence the Constituent 
Assembly. There is no other reason why Generals Leo- 
nidas and Ivan and the chief of the Military Household, 
General Bayma Denys, exercise a good share of influence 
and act as efficient presidential advisers. 


At the same time, the chief of the Civilian Household, 
Ronaldo Costa Couto, is standing out increasingly as a 
bureaucrat who enjoys President Sarney’s confidence 
while keeping his distance, as was expected, from polit- 
ical decisions. 


The former adviser on international affairs, Ambassador 
Rubens Ricupero, is another member of the palace team 
who has moved from his old position to that of political 
adviser, not as a strategist but as an analyist. One of his 
most recent victories as part of the palace’s inner team 
was that of putting across the idea that President Sarney 
had been the victim of an assassination attempt in Rio 
de Janeiro and not just an act of common assault. 
Ricupero’s prestige is still great, but it has been higher 
among the president’s advisers, so much so in fact that 
he was once being considered to replace Marco Maciel as 
chief of the Civilian Household. 


The group of family advisers is in decline. Son-in-law 
Jorge Murad, who is now separated from the president’s 
daughter, now has more limited access to the presiden- 
tial office and its ideas, and Roseana Sarney has decided 
to restrict her informal activity as adviser. She now 
divides her time between Rio de Janeiro and Brasilia. 
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Polis: Presidential System Favored; Conflict With 
FOLHA Poll 


Poll Favors Presidential System 
33420007a Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 
5 Oct 87 p 3 


[Text] Brasilia—Eighty-one percent of those interviewed 
in an opinion poll conducted by the Institute for Surveys, 
Research, and Marketing (LPM) feel that the Constitu- 
ent Assembly cannot adopt the parliamentary system 
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without first holding a plebiscite. And by the same 
percentage, they reject the provision in the draft drawn 
up by the reporter for the Systematization Committee, 
Deputy Bernardo Cabral (PMDB [Brazilian Democratic 
Movement Party], Amazonas), which says that once the 
parliamentary system is approved, the country’s system 
of government can never again be changed. Most of the 
voters making up the sample (58 percent) say they would 
not have voted for the deputy or senator they elected if 
they had known he was favorable to the parliamentary 
system, and 60 percent say they will not vote again for a 
member of Congress who chooses that system of govern- 
ment when the time comes to make the decision. 


The poll was carried out in five state capitals—Rio de 
Janeiro, Sao Paulo, Belo Horizonte, Curitiba, and 
Recife—and covered 1,046 individuals. It showed that 
68 percent of those polled do not agree with the idea that 
the president of the republic should not exercise full 
powers as head of the gove:nment. In the parliamentary 
system, those powers are held by a prime minister 
elected from among the members of Parliament. And 77 
percent do not accept the proposal in reporter Bernardo 
Cabral’s draft Constitution calling for indirect election 
of the president in the second round of balloting. 


Another poll, this one conducted by the Gallup Institute, 
also makes it clear that the majority of the population 
believes that the president of the republic is the one who 
should govern the country. Out of a total of 640 people 
interviewed in Rio de Janeiro, 45 percent expressed that 
opinion, while in Sao Paulo, the same opinion was 
expressed by 43 percent of the 628 people surveyed. 


If the parliamentary system is approved, the most pop- 
ular candidate for prime minister in the five capitals 
surveyed by the LPM would be the PMDB leader in the 
Senate, Mario Covas (20 percent). In second place is the 
chairman of the PFL [Liberal Front Party], Marco 
Maciel (15 percent), while third place is held by the 
chairman of the Constituent Assembly, Ulysses Guima- 
raes (12 percent). But 36 percent would not choose any 
of the persons mentioned. Besides those three members 
of Congress, the list included Deputy Bernardo Cabral, 
the PMDB leaders in the Senate (Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso) and the Chamber of Deputies (Luis Henrique), 
government leader Carlos Sant’Anna, and Senator Jose 
Richa (PMDB, Parana). 


According to Gallup’s poll, 67 percent of the inhabitants 
of Rio de Janeiro and Sao Paulo support direct elections 
for president of the republic in 1988. Most of those 
polled also feel that new congressional elections should 
be held next year. That opinion is supported by 56 
percent of those polled in Rio de Janeiro and 66 percent 
in Sao Paulo. 


The greatest concern expressed in both cities, however, 
had to do with the country’s ability to cope with its 
economic probiems. In Sao Paulo, 51 percent of those 
polled do not believe that President Jose Sarney can 
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solve the current economic problems, while in Rio de 
Janeiro, 49 percent believe that he can and another 49 
percent believe the opposite. The poll shows that people 
have even less confidence in the ability of the military 
and the members of the Constituent Assembly to find 
solutions to the economic problems. The military do not 
have the confidence of 59 percent of Sao Paulo’s resi- 
dents or of 51 percent of Rio de Janeiro’s residents, while 
the corresponding figures with respect to members of 
Congress are 59 percent and 55 percent. 


The LPM’s poll also covered other questions related to 
matters included in Bernardo Cahral’s draft Constitu- 
tion. Reducing the Federal Government’s tax revenues 
by transferring funds to the states and municipalities was 
disapproved of by 70 percent of those polled in Brazil's 
five main state capitals because the result would be an 
increase in federal taxes. 


On the subject of agrarian reform, 53 percent of those 
polled feel that admission of title and the rules for land 
distribution should be part of the Constitution, while 40 
percent feel they should be the subject of special legisla- 
tion. The suspension of a number of basic rights, such as 
freedom of opinion and the right of habeas corpus, which 
are included in the reporter’s draft, is disapproved of by 
65 percent of the population, while 28 percent regard 
that measure as proper. 


In the opinion of most of those polled, Congress should 
be strengthened, but in accordance with the amendment 
presented by Deputy Theodoro Mendes (PMDB, Sao 
Paulo). In other words, instead of handing leadership of 
the government over to a prime minister elected indi- 
rectly by the deputies, they consider it preferable to 
increase the supervisory and legislative powers of Con- 
gress. That is the position taken by 63 percent of those 
polled, compared to 20 percent who prefer the reporter’s 


proposal. 


In the Gallup poll, responses to the question “Who 
should have the most power in the country: the presi- 
dent, Congress, or both?” were divided depending on 
social class. In Rio de Janeiro, the percentage supporting 
presidential power rose from 31 percent in Class A (the 
highest income group] to 48 percent in Class D [the 
lowest income group]. Support for a division of powers 
fell from 48 percent in Class A to 28 percent in Class D. 
And support for giving more power to Congress dropped 
from 21 percent in Class A to 15 percent in Class D. 
Overall, 45 percent are in favor of presidential power, 36 
percent support a division of powers, and 15 percent 
want more power for Congress. 


In Sao Paulo, the presidential system is supported by 43 
percent of those polled, an equal division of power by 40 
percent, and congressional power by 13 percent. Here 
again, a breakdown by class shows that support for the 
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presidential system rises as we go from Class A to Class 
D: from 32 percent to 50 percent. And support for 
congressional power drops from 47 percent in Class A to 
33 percent in Class D. 


Conflicting Poll Results 
33420007a Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 
6 Oct 87 p § 


[Text] Brasilia—The polls conducted by the LPM and 
Gallup institutes and showing popular preference for the 
presidential system have had great repercussions in 
Congress, chiefly because they conflict with the results of 
a similar poll published in FOLHA DE SAO PAULO on 
Sunday. The newspaper poll indicated a preference for 
the parliamentary system. Some party leaders said thev 
were confused: 


“It puts me ‘1 a difficult position, because O GLOBO 
and FOLHA DE SAO PAULO are both respected ne ws- 
papers. I have no data on which to evaluate the two 
polls,” said the chairman of the PMDB and the Constit- 
uent Assembly, Ulysses Guimaraes, who supports the 
presidential system. 


The PMDB leader in the Senate, Fernando Henrique 
Cardoso—a recent convert to the parliamentary sys- 
tem—drew attention to the discrepancy between the 
polls and said he did not know which one was correct. 
That same answer was given by the PMDB leader in the 
Constituent Assembly, Euclydes Scalco: 


“In the face of such different results, it is impossible to 
draw any conclusions at all.” 


The leader of the PT [Workers Party], Luis Ignacio Lula 
da Silva, who supports the presidential system, said that 
both polls were remote-controlled and that they tallied 
with the interests of the media which commissioned 
them. Although he feels that the system of government is 
not an important issue to the population, Lula supports 
the calling by the Constituent Assembly of a plebiscite, 
preceded by a wide debate by society’s various represen- 
tative segments, to determine the system of government. 


A supporter of the parliamentary system by conviction 
and because it is his party’s policy, the leader of the PCB 
[Brazilian Communist Party], Roberto Freire, admits 
that the popular preference is for the presidential system. 
He feels, however, that that preferexce can be reversed 
by an extensive enlightenment campaign, since, in his 
view, public opinion does not have a thorough under- 
standing of the issue. Moreover, he points out that a 
respondent who is not familiar with every aspect of an 
issue may be led by the wording of the question to give a 
specific “esponse. In his opinion, that may have played a 
part in producing the poll results favoring the presiden- 
tial system. 


BRAZIL 


The government leader in the Chamber of Deputies, 
Deputy Carlos Sant’Anna, drew attention to the predom- 
inance of feeling in favor of the presidential system and 
the desire to hold elections for president and for the 
National Congress in 1988. He added that he would also 
like to see the people express themselves through state 
gubernatorial elections in 1988. The PFL leader, Deputy 
Jose Lourenco, said that the polls are simply confirming 
the Brazilian people’s preference for the presidential 
system. According to him, the percentage in favor of the 
presidential system would rise substantially if the poll 
were also conducted in the country’s interior. Saying that 
the parliamentary system would not be beneficial for 
Brazil, Jose Lourenco emphasized: 


“If the parliamentary system goes into effect, Brazil will 
become a hotel with a high turnover: we will have a new 
government every week.” 


The leader of the PDT [Democratic Workers Party], 
Deputy Brandao Monteiro, says that O GLOBO’s poll is 
in tune with national reality. He feels that the majority of 
the population is indisputably in favor of the presiden- 
tial system and that members of the Constituent Assem- 
bly who favor the parliamentary system did not advocate 
the idea during last year’s election campaign because 
they sensed that they would not be supported by the 
voters. 


Senator Jarbas Passarinho, leader of the PDS [Social 
Democratic Party] in the Senate, said he was satisfied 
with the poll results pointing to a preference for the 
presidential system. 


Although he expressed satisfaction with the Gallup and 
LPM polls in five capitals, President Jose Sarney has not 
commented on the matter to his advisers. 


During his morning walk at Alvorada Palace, his private 
physician, Messias Araujo, told the president he was 
surprised that most of those polled felt that elections for 
the National Congress should be held next year. But 
Sarney did not express his opinion. 
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Internal Differences Within PFL Examined 
33420007b Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 11 Oct 87 p 3 


[Article by F.M.] 


[Text] Brasilia—The palace plan for destabilizing the 
party framework has succeeded better than expected 
Until the president of the republic’s announcement of a 
new political agreement called “Development and 
Democracy,” the only public dissent within the parties 
had been that in the PMDB [Brazilian Democratic 
Movement Party]. But now the internal differences 
within the PFL [Liberal Front Party] are also being 
admitted publicly. 
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The PMDB includes the moderate group in the demo- 
cratic center, the leftists in the Progressive Unity Move- 
ment (MUP), cnd the “troops for compromise” sur- 
rounding Ulysses Guimaraes. Now the independent 
Left, consisting of center-left congressmen, is being reor- 
ganized into a real “front” comprising congressmen 
from the center, the center Left, the center Right, and the 
Left. 


The PFL had previously kept its disagreements to 
itself—its internal differences were rarely made public, 
since they directly involved such leading party figures as 
Aureliano Chaves, Marco Maciel, and Antonio Carlos 
Magalhaes and party leaders in Congress. It was fre- 
quently said that Antonio Carlos Magalhaes placed him- 
self above the party, being under obligation only to 
President Sarney on the grounds that he had been 
personally invited by Tancredo Neves to take over his 
ministry. It was also said that Marco Maciel did not 
always get along with Aureliano Chaves and vice versa. 


In the PFL bloc, the division between the followers of 
Aureliano Chaves, Marco Maciel, and Antonio Carlos 
Magalhaes was clearly felt. Both Marco Maciel and 
Aureliano Chaves were always mentioned by their 
respective followers as being the party’s “natural candi- 
dates” for president of the republic. 


It was even difficult for the PFL’s subterranean “guer- 
rilla warfare” to reach the surface. When it did emerge 
from the shadows, the one responsible was that irritant, 
the controversial Antonio Carlos Magalhaes, considered 
‘“Sarney’s minister” and not a PFL minister. 


Following the breakup of the Democratic Alliance, 
which was caused almost single-handedly by the chair- 
man of the PFL, the reactions began. There were not a 
few people who accused Marco Maciel of leading the 
party into a “hazardous venture” for regional motives. 


After the implosion of the Democratic Alliance, the 
president of the republic finally felt that the time had 
come to put his cards on the table. What he had to know, 
in fact, was who and what the government could rely on. 
He needed, after all, to find out who was loyal to him in 
every circumstance. So he issued his pledge document. 
Anyone willing to support him should sign it; everybody 
else should go into the opposition. 


Planalto Palace and its politicocongressiona! coordina- 
tors were aware of the risk they would be taking by 
asking everyone to take a stand. There was to be no more 
“critical support” or case-by-case scrutiny. From now on 
there was to be wholesale support, complete and unques- 
tioning, for anything Sarney considered appropriate. Or, 
as Francisco Pinto of the PMDB’s independent Left, 
recalling an old image of the Jesuits, puts it: “The 
obedience of a corpse.” 
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The impression at first was that the president was merely 
betting on a split in the PMDB. The moderates would 
join the PFL, and the government, with the help of the 
PTB [Brazilian Labor Party], the PDS [Social Demo- 
cratic Party], the PDC [Christian Democratic Party], 
and the PL [Liberal Party], would form a new base of 
politicocongressional support to back the Development 
and Democracy Plan. 


So far, none of what was expected is happening. Some- 
one in Planalto Palace must have underestimated 
Ulysses Guimaraes’ political wisdom or his capacity for 
rehabilitation. Someone must have placed too much 
confidence in the PFL’s passivity or loyalty. Almost no 
one believed that there would be “‘split’’ between the 
PFL and the government. The majority thought that 
nothing would happen. 


Many of those in the PMDB thought they should encour- 
age Sarney to free himself of the PFL, their hope being to 
bring about the party’s isolated (and arrogant) presence 
in the government at every level, from the president 
down to the lowest employee of FUNRURAL [Fund for 
Social Assistance and Welfare for the Rural Worker]. 


The PMDB is still just as divided as before, but it is now 
aware that if it does not stop to think, it will suffer more 
harm than anybody. Ulysses Guimaraes has called his 
general staff into action and succeeded, until events 
prove the opposite, in halting the collective movement 
for a round robin in favor of Sarney. He did not like, but 
could not prevent, the exchange of telexes expressing 
personal support that was arranged by Carlos Sant’Anna 
and Prisco Viana. 


Hearing so many people talk about telegrams, Antonio 
Carlos Magalhaes remembered that he had experience 
with both those things: politics and telegrams. He could 
do as he pleased in both areas. If the PMDB was 
experiencing protests in the form of telexes opposing 
Ulysses Guimaraes’ policy of waiting for the party’s 
official decision, the same thing could happen in the 
PFL—and with potential allies from the PDS, the PTB, 
and the PDC. 


The minister decided to use the same tactic, but adapted 
it to his own way of doing things: criticize first and act 
later. So he began to undermine the party leadership by 
meeting with congressmen from the PFL and other 
parties to stress the need to support Sarney’s agreement. 


With all the brass of the old days, Antonio Carlos 
Magalhaes not only publicized his disagreement with the 
PFL leadership but also took over—or divided—the 
interparty front supporting the government. In his own 
manner. 
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The PMDB might be “stitching together” a proposal for 
negotiation with Sarney, but it is not going to wind up in 
power alone. It will have the not always cozy company of 
Antonio Carlos Magalhaes and his followers. It’s every 
man for himself. 
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Sonda IV Command System May Serve Military 
Version 

33420008c Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 10 Oct 87 p 14 


[Article by Roberto Godoy] 


[Text] The decision by the minister of Air Force, General 
Ov:tavio Moreira Lima, to make a big event out of what 
should have been only a routine third launching of 
Prazil’s series of experimental Sonda IV _ rockets 
achieved all its technical and political objectives. The 
flight lasted just over 10 minutes, and during that period, 
the tracking station at the Barreira do Inferno base in 
Rio Grande do Norte—from where the vehicle had been 
launched—received data on 182 different parameters. 


It was also proven that the primary guidance system 
coupled to the electronic controls in the nose cone can 
take Sonda I'V to a specific point in orbital space in the 
desired manner. What is more, it might, with some 
modification, serve the military version of the vehicle, 
whose potential range is estimated at about 606 to 1,000 
kilometers. Until last year, it was anticipated that the 
rocket motor adopted would serve only to take the rocket 
up and out of the atmosphere and that it would lack 
ballistic precision. Preliminary readings of the data from 
Thursday’s launch indicate that that assumption was 
wrong. 


In 1988 or 1989, the Aerospace Technology Center 
[CTA] is expected to launch at least two more prototypes 
like the one seen by President Jose Sarney on Thursday. 
The purpose will again be to test components or mech- 
anisms for use on the successor to the current Model IV. 
That will be the VLS (Satellite Launch Vehicle), which is 
scheduled to make an operational flight in 1989, 
although the timetable will probably be pushed back due 
to the lack of funds. Approximately 20 meters long, the 
VLS will be lifted into the air by four first stages from the 
fourth and final Sonda configuration. One of the mech- 
anisms for that platform—the tilting hinge responsible 
for releasing the satellite and placing it in orbit—has now 
been tested successfully. 


Experts at the CTA itself believe that at this stage of 
Brazil’s space program—which is divided between the 
National Space Research Institute (INPE), responsible 
for building the orbital processors with domestic tech- 
nology, and the Space Activities Institute (IAE), in 
charge of the vehicles themselves—the time is approach- 
ing when it will be necessary to involve private enter- 
prise in the undertaking so as to bring industrial capacity 
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into the sector. At present, the CTA designs and builds 
each of the rockets it launches and orders very little from 
the outside, “chiefly because it is difficult to persuade 
businessmen to join in this effort, which involves small 
orders but always involves very critical technical require- 
ments.” 


Sonda IV’s brief flight was also an achievement from the 
political standpoint: as the rocket streaked through the 
sky at 10,800 kilometers per hour (eight times the speed 
of sound) to its apogee of 570 meters, it was creating a 
fait accompli for authorities in the economic area: “The 
entire nation knows that the program is turning out to be 
a success at a relatively low cost (each Sonda IV costs an 
average of $2 million by the end of its mission) and that 
it therefore deserves support.”’ That was the comment 
yesterday by a researcher involved in the project. By way 
of comparison, purchasing a French rocket in the Ariane 
class would cost no less than $100 million, which is the 
price paid by EMBRATEL [Brazilian Telecommunica- 
tions Company] to place the Brasilsat satellite in orbit. 


But there are problems for the future. The fact is that 
although developing a 7.3-metric-ton, 16-meter-long 
rocket with two solid-fuel stages and basic controi: and 
making it function correctly has required nearly 20 years 
of work, that is not the end of the process; it is only the 
beginning. From the technological standpoint, Brazil 
still needs to master the technology of liquid fuel—the 
propellent used in the world’s principal space vehicles— 
before competing in the sophisticated international mar- 
ket for launchers of scientific or communications equip- 
ment. In addition, the CTA still does not know how, for 
example, to transform its rocket into a guided vehicle 
that can be controlled at ail times. The same researcher 
who was interviewed by O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
said: ““We have to incorporate a great deal of know-how 
in the areas of computing, teleprocessing, and automa- 
tion.” 


The Ministry of Air Force has a few trump cards, 
however. Chief among them is the future launch base at 
Alcantara in Maranhao, one of the best sites in the world 
for that activity. The European Space Agency, which is a 
consortium of countries such as Holland and the FRG, 
has already expressed an interest in speeding up the 
installations for its projects and is willing to exchange 
information through a cooperation agreement. Another 
favorable point is the well-known but secretive high- 
technology research being carried out by the CTA’s 
Institute for Advanced Studies in the field of lasers, 
gyroscopes, and microelectronics. In the opinion of a 
former manager of the CTA, “this is a real trick up our 
sleeve.” 
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s in Implementation of Calha Norte 
Project Surveyed 
33420006d Sao Paulo GAZETA MERCANTIL 
in Portuguese 7-8 Sep 87 p 5 


[Article by Maria Helena Tachinardi] 


[Text] Brasilia—The Icanga River begins in Colombia 
and flows into the Negro River. It is traveled by guerrilla 
fighters, ore prospectors, smugglers, and drug traffickers. 
At that strategic point in Amazonia, the Ministry of 
Army has stationed a platoon—in Sao Joaquim—to 
oversee river traffic and movement by people and to 
prevent any action by Colombian guerrilla bands in 
Brazilian territory. 


Platoons like that in Sao Joaquim will be stationed along 
a 6,500-kilometer strip of frontier with Colombia, Ven- 
ezuela, French Guiana, the Cooperative Republic of 
Guyana (Georgetown), and Suriname. Besides the area’s 
security, the objective is to bring development to an area 
which is sparsely inhabited and lacks such resources as 
hydroelectric miniplants, small shopping centers, and 
medical clinics. 


Establishment of the Sao Joaquim platoon to prevent a 
possible spread of Colombian guerrilla warfare into 
Brazilian territory is a typical example of situations 
where the Army must arrive ahead of the National 
Indian Foundation (FUNAI) in Amazonia, where ore 
prospectors contend with Indians for possession of land 
rich in minerals and where the drug traffic is a challenge 
to police authorities. 


To solve those problems, the Caiha Norte Project was 
established in 1985 for the purpose of augmenting the 
military presence, establishing new FUNAI posis to 
mark off Indian reservations, and promoting a discus- 
sion of Indian policy in a region where many localities 
were reached by Protestant and Catholic missionaries 
even before the government arrived. Another purpose of 
the Calha Norte Project, which has now been in opera- 
tion for 1.5 years, is to intensify bilateral diplomatic 
relations with the neighboring countries and demarcate 
the frontier with Colombia, Venezuela, French Guiana, 
Suriname, and the Cooperative Republic of Guyana. 


Funds 


In all, 6,500 kilometers cf sparsely populated frontier 
were divided for the purposes of the project into six 
priority sections, the two most important being the one 
characterized by the presence of Yanomami Indians 
(northwestern Roraima and the northern part of Ama- 
zonas State along the Venezuelan frontier) and the one 
stretching from the Upper Negro River to northwestern 
Amazonas along the frontier with Venezuela and Colom- 
bia. 
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In 1.5 years of operation, the project has cost approxi- 
mately 335 million cruzados, most of which has been 
allocated to the Armed Forces and the Ministry of 
Interior (FUNAI). And 10 percent has gone to the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, whose chief task is to 
demarcate the frontiers and reequip two vice consulates 
(one in Leticia, Colombia, and the other in Santa Elena 
de Uairen, Venezuela) and the consulate in Cayenne, 
French Guiana. 


“We are anticipating a greater influx of Brazilians into 
the region,” commented a diplomatic source in the 
consular area. 


The increased military presence resulting from the estab- 
lishment of new platoons and the expansion of those 
already in existence, combined with improvements to 
access roads along the frontier, will bring an increase in 
trade and in population as well. The region bordering on 
Venezuela, for example, is growing rapidly. There is an 
asphalt road 40 or 50 kilometers from marker BV-8 on 
the frontier between Roraima and Venezuela. The 
stretch of that road connecting Caracas and Santa Elena 
de Uairen, a town near the frontier, is already completely 
paved. 


The Calha Norte Project was put together by an inter- 
ministerial task force (the Planning Secretariat, the Min- 
istry of Interior, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the 
National Security Council). There is also sizable partic- 
ipation by the military ministries. 


Airfields 


The Amazonia Airport Commission (COMARA), which 
is connected to the Ministry of Air, will be responsible 
for building airfieids in the region—in Surucucu and 
Erico (both in Roraima), for example—and expanding 
the existing airficlds in Ririos (Para), Paracaima-BV-8 
(Roraima), and Roraima-Auaris (Roraima). 


The Ministry of Navy is responsible for improving 
navigation conditions in the region. it should complete 
the Val-de-Caes Navy Base in Belem and the base on the 
Negro River in 1988. It is also building a patrol ship at 
the Rio de Janeiro Navy Yard that should be completed 
in 1990. 


The Ministry of Army controls 50 percent of the total 
funds for the project. It is estimated that tose funds will 
total 1.1 billion cruzados during the perioa from 1986 to 
1990. 


That service is in charge of building facilities for the 
platoon at lauarete (in territory occupied by the Jaguar 
and Tucano Indians) and the one at Querari on the 
Upper Negro River. Facilities for the platoon at Suru- 
cucu (Roraima) are in the final phase of construction. 
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The Calha Norte Project, which is confined to a region 
where prospectors and Indians are in conflict, is con- 
cerned with strengthening FUNAI’s operational struc- 
ture. The funds are being used to purchase equipment 
needed by the Indian posts: canoes, outboard motors, an 
electric generator, refrigerators, and sterilizers. 


The strip of land along the frontier—a priority area—is 
the site of the Yanomami Indian Reservation, which 
covers parts of Amazonia and Roraima. The population 
of that group is estimated at 7,500. 


FUNAI is currently operating in the area with difficulty. 
It has only one regional office, located in Boa Vista, and 
the posts at Demini, Ajarani, Erico, Waikas, Mucajai, 
Apiau, Paapiu, and Surucucu. 


The Calha Norte Project calls for the renovation of those 
posts, the construction of landing fields with 800-meter 
runways in Paapiu, Erico, Waikas, Mucajai, and Apiau, 
the delimitation and demarcation of Indian areas, com- 
munity development projects, and the encouragement of 
handicrafts, according to Lieutenant Colonel Roberto 
Luiz Teixeira da Costa of the General Secretariat of the 
National Security Council. 
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Military Dissatisfied With Unequal Military, 
Civilian Pay 


Military Notes Loss of Purchasing Power 
33420008a Rio de Janeiro O GLOBO in Portuguese 
5 Oct 87 p 2 


[Text] Brasilia—The real purchasing power of military 
pay has dropped by 75 percent over the past 7 years. To 
bring it back up to its 1980 level, a pay increase of 197 
percent would be needed. That assessment is contained 
in a restricted document which was prepared by Air 
Force officers and which is now in the hands of Minister 
Moreira Lima. It will be used to present the Air Force’s 
position in a meeting with representatives of the Armed 
Forces that is scheduled for tomorrow morning at EMFA 
{Armed Forces General Staff] Headquarters. 


The meeting, which will be first of a series, will mark the 
start of a process for estimating the pay lost by the 
military in recent years. A joint approach by the military 
ministries is being sought with the objective of prevent- 
ing the loss of highly skilled personnel and encouraging 
those just starting out in a military career. 


Last year, 75 cadets at the Agulhas Negras Military 
Academy resigned. In the Air Force, 40 pilots trained to 
fly jet fighters and transport planes resigned from the 
military to try their luck in civilian aviation, where they 
can earn salaries of over 220,000 cruzados. There was 
also a substantial loss of maintenance specialists and 
electronics technicians. 
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An Air Force medical o/ficer who is also employed by 
INAMPS [National Institute for Social Security Medical 
Assistance] said that as a result of the new pay increases 
in the Ministry of Welfare and Social Security, he will be 
earning twice as much there as he receives from his fixed 
Air Force pay after 22 years of service. As a major, he 
receives 40,000 cruzados at the end of the month, but by 
devoting | hour a day to the Ministry of Welfare and 
Social Security, he will be earning 80,000 cruzados a 
month thanks to the recent salary increase. 


That situation is a matter of concern to the military 
ministers. The end of the year is approaching, and that is 
when officers and NCO’s are transferred. As an excep- 
tional measure at the end of last year, a supplemeni 
amounting to 30 percent of base pay was added to the 
housing allowance. That increase was canceled after the 
Federal Government granted increases to its civilian and 
military employees. The military ministers want a per- 
manent arrangement, since the troops are growing 
increasingly dissatisfied with the steady decline in the 
real pay of officers, NCO’s, and enlisted men. As a result 
of the situation, it has become common in the barracks 
to hear reports, often false, concerning the distribution 
of pamphlets and manifestos on the subject of military 


pay. 


Pay Situation Called ‘Distressing’ 
33420008a Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 14 Oct 87 p 5 


[Text of message addressed by General Octavio Moreira 
Lima, minister of Air Force, to the members of the 
Brazilian Air Force; excerpted from a speech delivered at 
the Cumbica Air Base on 5 October 1987; first two 
paragraphs are O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO introduc- 
tion] 


[Text] Rio de Janeiro—The minister of Air Force, Gen- 
eral Octavio Moreira Lima, admitted yesterday that the 
current pay situation is “distressing for the military, who 
are currently experiencing serious financial difficulties— 
especially NCQO’s.” 


The minister addressed a message to the members of the 
Braziiian Air Force that was taken from the speech he 
delivered at the Cumbica Air Base on 5 October. The 
complete text is as follows: 


Lastly, I would like to inform you about a matter that 
distresses all of us and particularly our NCO’s and 
lowest-paid employees: the question of pay. We fully 
understand the problem's causes and its wide range of 
adverse effects. Above all, we appreciate the degree of 
priority we must assign to coping with it. 


By common consent among all the military ministers, 
therefore, and acting through the EMFA, we are present- 
ing His Excellency the president with proposals for pay 
increases aimed at compensating for our losses as soon as 
the Cruzado Plan is completed. 
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But we must keep in mind the serious financial situation 
being experienced by the country and the actual chances 
for getting all our proposals accepted. 


This action to raise pay is necessary and urgent, but it is 
essentially tactical in nature, since its effects will be 
ephemeral. 


I have therefore ordered a study aimed at coming up 
with solutions whose structure will create permanent and 
fair mechanisms for compensation within the framework 
of a modern concept of pay policy. Naturally, those 
solutions will be submitted to the EMFA, which is 
responsible for harmonizing the interests of the three 
military services and presenting the matter to His Excel- 
lency the president. 


Meanwhile, I express to you our political wil! to commit 
ourselves to this process and our determination to focus 
a great effort on this task. 


Once again, therefore, we are confronted with the chal- 
lenge to reflect on the ethical and moral issues involved 
in our profession and to lead our younger members in 
the certainty of what a noble thing it is to serve the 
fatherland as military men. 


Throughout our careers, we have followed many detours 
and sidetracks, and despite our successes and failures 
and our different ways of thinking and acting, we have 
always been united in our awareness that the chain of 
command and discipline are the principles which have 
ensured the permanence of the military institution 
through the years. 


Respect and trust are intimately associated because both 
attribuies are based on a superior standard of ethical 
conduct. 


| therefore urge all commanders, leaders, and directors 
of the Air Force’s military organizations to try to explain 
io their respective forces the impertance at this moment 
of maintaining a climate of moderation and active 
awareness, keeping in mind that this topic, if played up, 
could arouse the defensive interests of certain groups 
whose intentions definitely do not coincide with ours 
and which could cause confusion and distrust in our 
midst, thus contributing nothing to the solution of our 
current difficulties.“ 


Military, Civilian Pay Equality Advocated 
33420008a Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 8 Oct 87 p 7 


[Text] On the grounds that a great disparity in pay exists 
between civilian and military government personnel, the 
Ministry of Army is advocating to the commission 
established by the EMFA that the change in the law on 
military pay investigate “fair isonomy in remuneration 
for positions at the same level of responsibility in the 
three branches of government.” In a note released to the 
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press yesterday by the Center for the Media, the Army 
says that “this must be a basic concern, since the 
disparity is just as displeasing as the low level of pay.” 


According to the note, isonomy is more important than 
the establishment of a percentage increase and has “the 
undeniable merit of allowing benefits or sacrifices to be 
distributed equitably among all public employees, and 
that is unquestionably a factor contributing to justice 
and helping to calm people’s minds.” 


The Army’s note was brought on by press reports con- 
cerning the issue of pay increases for the military, a topic 
which is currently being discussed by the EMFA’s special 
commission. It is considered one of the greatest concerns 
of the military, who, as a result of letters and reports 
appearing in the media, sense great dissatisfaction with 
current pay scales on the part of middle- and low-ranking 
officers. 


Dissatisfaction 


What the military are making clear primarily is the 
general dissatisfaction over the pay received by civilians, 
especially in the legislative and judicial branches and the 
government-owned firms. For example, they are com- 
plaining about the benefits paid to technicians at the 
Bank of Brazil, the Central Bank, and Petrobras and to 
employees of the Chamber of Deputies. 


The EMFA’s special commission is comparing the pay 
received by the military with that of civilian employees 
working in other organizations. But that is a difficult 
thing to do, since the bulk of the pay received by a 
civilian or military employee consists of bonuses and 
indemnifications. For example, a brigadier general 
whose military pay comes to 21,239.00 cruzados actually 
receives gross pay totaling 72,000 cruzados, while a 
sergeant without advanced training, whose military pay 
comes to a little over 9,000 cruzados, actually receives a 
total of 18,000 cruzados. 


The essence of the problem concerning pay for the two 
groups is that the military usually use time in service to 
justify their arguments and pay increases, whereas posi- 
tions of trust in the ministries and autonomous enter- 
prises do not follow that rule. One of the most glaring 
examples of this is the situation of civilian employees 
assigned to the military ministries. A legal adviser in a 
military ministry is paid more than a lieutenant general 
with more than 40 years of service. 


Yesterday the minister of Air Force, General Octavio 
Moreira Lima, also advocated pay parity between civil- 
ian and military personnel, including employees of the 
legislative and judicial branches. 
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Air Force Wants 197 Percent This Year 
33420008a Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 6 Oct 87 p 2 


{Text} Brasilia—During today’s meeting by representa- 
tives of the three military services at the EMFA, the 
Ministry of Air Force will present a document approved 
by Minister Octavio Moreira Lima and showing that the 
loss of pay by officers in his ministry has amounted to 
197.09 percent. It suggests three formulas for recouping 
those losses: restitution of the full amount in one lump 
sum, provided that it is paid before the end of 1987; 
restitution in three installments; or an immediate adjust- 
ment of 100 percent, with the rest to be paid in install- 
ments. 


At today’s meeting, which is being held to set the rates 
for military pay increases that will take effect on | 
January, the Ministry of Air Force will also present, as a 
Suggestion, its proposal to make the pay increases for 
military and civilian personnel effective on different 
dates so as to avoid “the political disadvantage of 
granting differentiated amounts” for the two categories 
of government personnel. The Military Commission will 
evaluate the idea of changing the law on military pay to 
alter the current bonus and indemnification amounts. 


The above-mentioned differentiated amounts were 
applied under the Figueiredo administration, and the 
military always got a bigger share than the civilians. 
Under the New Republic, the amounts were made the 
same, but many military men feel they have been 
harmed. 


After considering that document from the Air Force, the 
EMFA wili also evaluate studies on military pay losses 
that were carried out by the Army and Navy. Besides the 
adoption of a rate of increase in military pay, the 
representatives of the three military services are unani- 
mously in favor of changing bonus and indemnification 
amounts. One of the largest incemnifications (exempt 
from income tax) is the military housing allowance, 
which was increased from 75 percent to 105 percent in 
January of this year. 


That increase is due to the Cruzado Plan, which, accord- 
ing to the Air Force document, was one of the factors 
most responsible for the pay loss suffered by the military, 
“since incorrect impleraentation of the decree-laws was 
as certain as a game piayed with loaded dice.” 


The Air Force study also provides other data giving the 
history of pay losses as a result of Decree-Law No 2,284 
(the Cruzado Pian). According to its document, the 
government negiected to give the military the benefit of 
half-yearly wage correction when it set the annual rate 
for pay increases, “since correction was canceled before 
the 6 months were up.” Also according to the report, 
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“the incorrect implementation of Decree-Law No 2,284, 
besides not giving the military the 8-percent bonus 
granted to all workers, also reduced military pay by 5 
percent, which is illegal.” 


Before arriving at the figure of 197.09 percent as the 
amount of pay lost, the study that was made by an Air 
Force officer and approved by Minister Moreira Lima 
shows a loss of 139.05 percent in 1985 plus 35-percent 
inflation in January and February 1986 and an addi- 
tional 5 percent due to the reduction in pay resulting 
from what it considers the incorrect implementation of 
Decree-Law No 2,284. 
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Businessmen Urge Blocking of ‘Populist’ 
Measures in Assembly 

33420006c Sac Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 11 Oct 87 p 5 


[Article by Hugo Studart] 


[Text] Sao Paulo’s big businessmen are preparing a 
document of admonition for the Constituent Assembly 
in which they call upon the congressmen to show respon- 
sibility by preventing the approval of “‘populist” princi- 
ples that do not accord with the country’s political, 
social, and economic realities. Frightened by the drop in 
productive investments and by the possibility that Bra- 
zil’s industrial plant will be transformed into junk, the 
businessmen will attempt in the document to persuade 
moderate congressmen to unite to defeat the ideas of the 
“Left” during the final plenary meeting of the Constitu- 
ent Assembly. 


Drawn up by the board of directors of the Sao Paulo 
State Federation of Industries (FIESP), a draft of the 
document was ready last Wednesday, just as business- 
men and moderate congressmen were having a falling 
out—making it possible the following day for leftists to 
win the Systematization Committee’s approval of job 
security. This week the directors of FIESP are beginning 
to submit the document to businessmen and organiza- 
tions for evaluation in an effort to win support. Not until 
that survey is complete will the final text and the date of 
its publication be decided. 


“Just Principles” 


In a serious and firm tone, the draft document analyzes 
the difficult economic and political period being experi- 
enced in the country, presents a forceful defense of free 
enterprise, and warns the congressmen of the danger of 
approving principles which are “just” but incompatible 
with current Brazilian reality. The document also 
denounces the dirty game which the Constituent Assem- 
bly has become, but acknowledges that in general, the 
new Constitution will probably be a good one and reflect 
the couniry’s realities, not just a specific social group. 
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There will probably be no surprises in the content of the 
document. The first version, written by the deputy 
chairman of FIESP, Carlos Eduardo Moreira Ferreira, is 
based on the booklet “The 10 Commandments for 
Businessmen”’—by eight employers’ organizations mak- 
ing up the Informal Forum—and FIESP’s memorial to 
the Constituent Assembly upholding the principles of 
free enterprise. 


The chairman of the organization, Mario Amato, has 
decided to keep the document secret until its exact tenor 
and chief supporters have become clear. He is also going 
to adapt the text in response to President Jose Sarney’s 
pronouncement on Wednesday asking for political sup- 
port and to the Systematization Committee’s approval of 
job security. There will be an analysis of the political and 
economic picture, an explanation of the difficulties cur- 
rently facing businessmen, and, lastly, statements sup- 
porting free enterprise and nonintervention by the gov- 
ernment in the economy. 


Frightened Businessmen 


The businessmen are concerned about the direction 
taken by the Constituent Assembly since February, when 
the congressmen were unable to agree on the drafting of 
their internal regulations: Since then, data from FIESP’s 
Economic Department, the IBGE [Brazilian Institute of 
Geography and Statistics], and the Brazilian Association 
of Machine Industries (ABIMAQ) have pointed toward 
an almost total paralysis in new productive investments. 


“We are very concerned about the possibility that Bra- 
zil’s industrial plant will be turned into a junk heap,” 
says businessman Abilio Diniz of the Sugarloaf Group. 
“The Constituent Assembly must not approve principles 
such as job security, which will paralyze economic activ- 
ity and technological development.” 


Rui Martins Altenfelder da Silva, a director of FIESP 
and chairman of the National Confederation of Industry 
(CNI}—which is the businessmen’s lobby at the Constit- 
uent Assembly—explains that three current issues, all 
related to the current crisis in government, are causing 
concern among businessmen and paralyzing productive 
investment: the foreign debt, government spending, and 
the Constituent Assembly. He says: “The businessmen 
will not start investing again untt! those three vectors 
have been clarified.” 


Abilio Diniz says: “The issues of the foreign debt and 
government spending are already being resolved. What 
really frightens us is the Constituent Assembly.” 


“Extreme concern” is the way Nildo Mazzini, deputy 
chairman of FIESP, puts it. “The climate is one of 
complete uncertainty, and the fear is that the Constitu- 
tion will wind up being like the group that is writing it— 
with a lot of political trickery.” 
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The document of admonition to the Constituent Assem- 
bly was already being prepared when the businessmen 
received word—and it was a violent blow—that job 
security had been approved. The surprise was great 
because according to calculations by Moreira Ferreira, 
deputy chairman of FIESP and coordinator of that 
organization’s lobbying in the Constituent Assembly, job 
security was going to be rejected by the Systematization 
Committee. 


Dirty Game 


Except for that blow, Moreira Ferreira is not concerned 
about the direction being taken by the Constituent 
Assembly. He explains: The game being played there is a 
dirty one, but that is typical of the Brazilian political 
system. We are not accustomed to engaging in politics, 
and the fact that businessmen are not involved in the 
game has given the impression that things are bad. But 
many things that are good for businessmen are practi- 
cally assured—free enterprise, for example. And despite 
the opposite impression, progress is being made in the 
day-to-day work of the Systematization Committee. The 
Constituent Assemb!,’ will be the reflection of Brazilian 
society,” he says in conclusion. 


Businessman Feres Abujama, deputy director of eco- 
nomics at FIESP, protests: ““The congressmen are going 
beyond the powers granted them at the ballot box, since 
many of the issues were not properly clarified during the 
election campaign.” In his opinion, the Constituent 
Assembly is not legitimately entitled, for example, to 
change the system. He is calling for a plebiscite before 
the Constitution is promulgated. 


While the concern is general, the reasons for it differ. 
There are some business leaders such as Feres Abujama 
who consider it unlawful to change the system, and there 
are others, such as Ni!do Mazzini, who are firm defend- 
ers of the parliamentary system. All they have in com- 
mon is their fear that the Left will gain a lot of ground in 
the sections of the new Constitution dealing with labor. 
The FIESP document is the most important attempt by 
business leaders to catalyze that feeling and influence the 
congressmen before the final plenary meeting of the 
Constituent Assembly. 
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Gold Production up 11.4 Percent Through June; 
Other Data 

33420006b Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 14 Oct 87 p 19 


[Text] Brasilia—National gold production between Jan- 
uary and June of this year was up 11.4 percent in 
comparison with the same period in 1986 for a total of 
13.7 metric tons, compared to 12.3 metric tons last year. 
According to a report by the Division of Mineral Econ- 
omy of the National Department of Mineral Production 
(DNPM), industrial production was up by 6.6 percent, 
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increasing from 4.9 to 5.2 metric tons. Gold mine 
production increased by 15.6 percent, rising from 7.4 to 
8.5 metric tons, and the outlook for the second half of the 
year is even better. 


Besides gold, other mineral substances such as bauxite 
(up 2-+.4 percent), tin (cassiterite) (up 17.8 percent), and 
phosphate rock (up 9 percent) also showed gains in 
comparison with the first half of last year. There was a 
decrease, however, in the production of manganese ore 
(down 20.7 percent), coal (down 21.7 percent), and 
niobium (pyrochlore) (down 36.3 percent). 


Brazil’s two main mineral products showed relative 
stability. Petroleum production fell 2 percent to 587,000 
barrels per day, compared to 599,000 barrels per day in 
1986, and iron ore, which accounts for 85 percent of 
Brazilian exports of mineral products, remained at the 
level of 65.78 million metric tons. 


That combination of factors resulted in relative stability 
in national mineral production, with growth during the 
first half of the year amounting to 0.3 percent in com- 
parison with the same period last year. 


The DNPM attributes the favorable resulis in industrial 
gold production to the start of operations in January at 
the mine owned by Sao Bento Mining, Inc., in Santa 
Barbara, Minas Gerais, which produced 575 kilograms. 
Thanks to its production, Sao Bento was able to offset 
the 11-percent drop in performance by the largest gold 
producer in Brazil, Morro Velho Mining, Inc., whose 
production totaled 3.1 metric tons, compared to 3.5 
metric tons in 1986. That drop is attributed to problems 
encountered in adjusting the domestic equipment 
acquired for use in the firm’s expansion program. 


The rise in production at the gold mines is due to the fact 
that the Central Bank has resumed its purchases of gold, 
chiefly from the gold mines in the Tapajos region, thus 
increasing “official” production. The good outlook for 
gold production during the second half of the year is due 
to the decisions reached within the Ministry of Finance, 
since Policy Instruction No 110 of the Federal Revenue 
Office puts gold on the same footing as a financial asset 
and reduces the incidence of tax on that product, thereby 
stimulating “official” production. Only 26 metric tons of 
gold were legally registered last year, but the DNPM 
estimates that actual Brazilian production totaled from 
85 to 90 metric tons. 
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Uncertainties Lead Businessmen To Plan 1988 
Investment Cuts 

33420008b Sao PauloO ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 6 Oct 87 p 34 


[Text] The country’s economic and political uncertain- 
ties, added to the failure to deal with national problems 
head-on (as is being done in the case of negotiation of the 
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foreign debt), reductions in the public deficit, and the 
Constituent Assembly are having a negative influence on 
decisions by large private firms with respect to iheir 
future investments. But despite that wait-and-see atti- 
tude, businessmen are beginning to show cautious opti- 
mism, and they are no longer as fearful of a serious 
economic recession as they were a very short time ago. 


That is the conclusion reached in the “Business Ther- 
mometer,” a survey conducted in September by Arthur 
Andersen (one of the three largest consulting firms in the 
country). Fifty-four large private firms—40 percent fully 
Brazilian-owned, 50 percent multinational, and 10 per- 
cent with mixed capital—responded to its questionnaire, 
which was sent to a total of 200 firms. The 54 firms that 
responded expect to bill $27.65 billion in 1987, and they 
account for 445,500 direct jobs. They invested $1.53 
billion in 1986 and anticipate a 36.6-percent increase 
this year for a total investment of $2.04 billion. But the 
picture for 1988 is different: in that year they are 
planning to reduce their investments by an average of 5 
percent to a total of $1.78 billion. 


“The picture for 1987 reflects decisions made last year, 
when the economic situation was more promising. When 
the subject of new investments is discussed today, the 
businessmen feel more undecided,” explains Celso Gia- 
cometti, chairman and general manager of Arthur 
Andersen. According to Giacometti, the drop in 1988 is 
not very significant because expansion plans already 
exist and cannot be stopped. But in his opinion, today’s 
uncertainties are bound to jeopardize investmenis in 
1989 and 1990 to a much greater extent. Despite that, 
the survey revealed a degree of optimism on the part ot 
the businessmen: none of those surveyed reported zero 
investment plans. 


But Brazil is a “sea” of problems as those businessmen 
see it. Out of the 17 items listed, the biggest problem, 
according to 79.6 percent of those surveyed, is the lack of 
clear “rules of the game.” That is followed by govern- 
ment intervention in the economy (70.4 percent), the 
economic situation (63 percent), inflation (53.7 percent), 
and government spending (44.4 percent). Big business is 
forecasting an average inflation rate of 8.68 percent for 
the next 3 months, with the rise in the cost of living 
expected to reach two digits in December. Economic 
growth is down, according to the survey, and will prob- 
ably total only 4.1 percent in 1987, or less than forecast 
by the government. 


And although they expect an average surplus of $8.8 
billion in this year’s trade balance and a 25.2-percent 
increase in their exports, the firms surveyed expect their 
foreign sales to rise by only !3.7 percent in 1988. In the 
opinion of those surveyed, the exchange rate will con- 
tinue to rise faster than inflation at a monthly rate of 
9.28 percent through December. The survey also 
revealed that the private sector expects to bill 8.6 percent 
more this year than in 1986 and 6.1 percent more in 
1988 than in 1987. An absolute majority of the firms 
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surveyed (69.8 percent) said they were going to maintain 
their present employment levels, but 52 percent believe 
that the tax burden on private sector activities is going to 
increase. 
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UNE Elects New Directorate, Ousts PCdoB 
33420007c Sao Paulo O ESTADO DE SAO PAULO 
in Portuguese 14 Oct 87 p 11 


[Text] Campinas—The National Union of Students 
[UNE] is no longer under the control of the PCdoB 
{Communist Party of Brazil]. Ending a period of domi- 
nation that began in 1979, the Workers Party, with 
support from groups linked to the PMDB [Brazilian 
Democratic Movement Party], the PCB [Brazilian Com- 
munist Party], and MR-8 [8 October Revolutionary 
Movement], elected the organization’s new directorate 
at UNICAMP [Campinas State University] at 5 o’clock 
yesterday morning after 2 days of debate and several 
incidents. In his first interview, the chairman-elect, 
Valmir Santos, who is studying history at the Para 
Federal University (UFP), accused the PCdoB of “using 
the UNE as an apparatus” and said that only a complete 
Opening-up to the various trends of thought in the 
student movement could overcome young people’s lack 
of interest in improving university education and in 
politics in general. 


Valmir Santos criticized the behavior of the student Left, 
which he regards as the “‘defender of conservative posi- 
tions because it does not encourage the discussion of 
such subjects as sexuality, abortion, and drugs.” Apart 
from that factor, he attributes student estran.ement 
from the UNE to the “strengthening of individualism as 
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a result of the alienation imposed since the time of the 
military regime and the control exercised in the univer- 
sities themselves through curricula which separate tech- 
nical questions from political issues.” 


The new chairman of the UNE announced that the 
organization would continue to support the proposal by 
the National Association of Teachers in Higher Educa- 
tion (ANDES) concerning equal treatment at all the 
universities and that it would combat the intention by 
the MEC [Ministry of Education and Culture] to encour- 
age the establishment of “‘centers of excellence” —mean- 
ing universities such as UNICAMP, where advanced 
technological research would be concentrated. Santos 
and his companions on the directorate also support the 
idea that government funds should go only to public 
institutions. 


According to Valmir Santos, the UNE “will oppose the 
New Republic and the current economic policy and must 
support every position taken by the CUT [Sole Central 
Organization of Workers] and the CGT [Union Head- 
quarters] and the holding of direct elections for president 
of the republic.” 


The group headed by the student from the UFP encoun- 
tered difficulties in gaining control of the UNE Direc- 
torate because the PcdoB, sensing that it had been 
weakened since the start of its 38th congress, tried to 
prevent election by majority vote. Its chairwoman, 
Gisela Mendonca, wanted the proportional voting sys- 
tem to be adopted, since that would have given the 
PCdoB representation on the directorate even if it was 
defeated. 
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Guastavino on Elections, Political Unrest 
33480007b Santiago APSI in Spanish 
28 Sep-4 Oct 87 pp 10-11 


[Interview by Jorge Andres Richards of Luis Guasta- 
vino; date and place not given: “Today Federici, Tomor- 
row Pinochet”} 


[Text] He showed up unexpectedly and conspicuously at 
the Hotel Tupahue, where the International Parliamen- 
tary Assembly was taking place, 20 days ago. He said 
then that he was exercising “his right to live in the 
homeland.” Luis Guastavino is still in Chile, and he 
asserts that he will stay and live here, even without 
authorization. This is the conversation he had with 
APSI: 


[Question] Why has the Communist Party not joined in 
the campaign to sign up on the electoral rolls? 


[Answer] Let’s reverse the question: Why are the others 
in the opposite position now? Let’s be brave. Let’s be 
courageous and call a spade a spade. In Chile the 
principled thing to do was to heed the speech given by 
Eduardo Frei in 1980, on behalf of the Christian Dem- 
ocrats (DC). At that time, Frei, along with all the rest of 
us, said no to this illegitimate plebiscite, no to this 
illegitimate constitution, no to the laws that would be 
implemented under this constitution. And when the 
political laws came out, all the opposition groups that 
were true to their civic duty should have said, “‘No, sir!” 
Shen we would have abandoned those laws like a waste- 
land, with the entire nation rising up to reject them. 
Moreover, the civil disobedience (a phrase coined by the 
DC) that united this country so successfully also appears 
to have fallen along the wayside. Consequently, in my 
opinion, the Communist Party (PC) did the best thing 
possible; it took the correct position of categorically 
rejecting the political laws. 


[Question] Nevertheless, with reference to your assertion 
that conditions have changed on the national scene, 
many people feel otherwise. 


[Answer] There has been a change in the situation of the 
political parties, including the United Left. We have a 
great deal of respect for those changes, and for the 
assessments made by each party. And we are faced with 
a situation in which one problem, which for us is a 
tactical and secondary issue, the matter of voter registra- 
tion, is being turned into a major problem. We Commu- 
nists will be open to studying, examining, and analyzing 
ways to overcome this or any other obstacle that impedes 
political understanding. And all of this will be done 
without halting the struggle we are waging. 


[Question] Yes, but how can we resolve this discrepancy 
in which voter registration is a central issue for some, 
while for others, specifically the PC, it is secondary? 
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[Answer] There is one fundamertal issue for us, because 
we are a profoundly democratic party: We cannot allow 
the “demos,” the people, to be deprived of full partici- 
pation or deployment of its forces. So when they try to 
talk us into mere “‘electoral’’ mobilization, or “political” 
mobilization instead of social mobilization, it seems to 
us they are trying to drain the lifeblood from the main 
body, the citizenry as a whole. And in this regard, there 
are two decisive things going on in the country today: 
what is happening at the University of Chile, and the 
general strike of 7 October. The basic duty is to contrib- 
ute to the development of these two initiatives of disobe- 
dience and hope. In other words, we must develop 
people’s strength. The only way to proceed in Chile is 
with the presence of the people, the mobilized people. 
Why is that so scary? 


In this context, if we do not set aside the social mobili- 
zation and if we all undertake national struggles involv- 
ing absolutely everyone, I will go and sign up. I repeat: In 
this context, | have no reservations. In that way, I think 
we can remove this obstacle, which is not a problem of 
principle for the PC. 


[Question] That is, if the social mobilization is revived 
with renewed strength, the PC might join in the call for 
everyone to register to vote? 


[Answer] The PC wants everyone to join in the guarantee 
that the social mobilization will not be straightjacketed 
or hamstrung. We do not just want forums or commit- 
tees imposed from above; we want all of the people to 
participate; we want to express the people’s demands in 
a straightforward manner. Thus, free elections will be 
more viable. We do not want just one form of struggle; 
we want many different ones. 


[Question] And in your opinion, what fate will befall the 
dictatorship? 


[Answer] I believe that its fate will be determined by life, 
as at the University of Chile. The burden of ungoverna- 
bility will weigh heavy on the leadership, in view of the 
tremendous chaos that Pinochet represents. I do not 
think that a mere 6 million or 8 million people register- 
ing to vote will cause the Armed Forces to engage in 
dialogue with a given opposition group. Where did that 
new illusion come from? If the vast majority of people 
are expressing such strong opinions at the University of 
Chile today, and Pinochet wants to sit on that, it is 
prevented only by the mobilization. 


[Question] But doesn’t this struggle entail violence? 


[Answer] This is a good method, and it is yielding results 
at the University of Chile. And we are involved in that. 
The problem is that the violence is being caused by the 
regime, which has already shot one student. 
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[Question] Even so, the leaders of that university insist 
that they will continue using pressure tactics instead of 
violence. 


[Answer] Well, we'll see. We'll have to discuss all that. 
But let’s sit down to discuss these same issues on a 
national level. The University of Chile is demonstrating 
that it is possible for us to unite; no one is asking the guy 
next to him what party he belongs to. The link in the 
chain there, the obstacle, is named Federici. People must 
realize eventually that the link in the national chain, in 
the university of the entire country that is Chile, has a 
name: Pinochet. Consequently, we must arrive at an 
agreement, with great open-mindedness and clarity of 
objectives. This makes it clear that the issue is Pinochet. 
Let’s not waste any more time squabbling among our- 
selves. We must open our minds. The ideal is to avoid 
taking up arms in this country, and for this purpose we 
must get rid of the dictator by joining together in a 
coordinated struggle. In this regard, the PC favors sitting 
down with all the opposition together as soon as possible 
to put everything on the table: various types of mobili- 
zation, forms of struggle, voter registration, free elec- 
tions, popular demands, general strikes, possible plat- 
forms, and hence generous, broad, and very fair 
agreements. We must learn once and for all what our 
alma mater, the University, is teaching us. Today, Fede- 
rici; tomorrow, based on that lesson, Pinochet and his 
regime. 


[Question] Are you talking about getting rid of Pinochet, 
or getting rid of Pinochet and his military regime? 


[Answer] The dictator and the role he has dragged the 
military into playing. We must do away with the per- 
verse practices of the Armed Forces, from the standpoint 
of the morality, the doctrine, and the methodologies that 
have been applied in this country. We must nationalize 
the Armed Forces, rescue them for Chile and its people. 
We must prevent the military from continuing to defend 
the interests of plutocratic groups who pay lip service to 
patriotism. The experiences have been tragic. In other 
countries, such as Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay, which 
no longer hanve dictatorships today, it became obvious 
that the military had served to mortgage these countries, 
to run up horrendous foreign debts, to the benefit of 
small groups. It has also been revealed that they com- 
mitted all kinds of outrages against human rights in 
pursuit of that policy. 


[Question] But... 


[Answer] Excuse me, but I have more to say about the 
fate of the dictatorship. We believe that the wise thing 
for us to do in Chile is: Sit down at the table, reach an 
agreement, and say, These are the paths we have all 
agreed upon to get rid of the dictatorship, now let’s take 
it all the way to checkmate on the part of the entire 
nation. And then let’s reach an agreement on what comes 
next, for a certain period of time. That would be best. 
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Not a government in which we would all remain com- 
pletely free in the opposition, but one in which we all 
consult each other. Or, on the other hand, we could 
indulge in a little science fiction and imagine the left in 
power and the DC in opposition. But it is a question of 
all of us forging an agreement throughout a democratic 
period, even though some will be in office and others will 
not. Let’s agree, once and for all, to protect the future 
democracy so that we will never again have to live 
through the atrocities of the past 14 years. I think it is 
possible to reach a great national democratic compro- 
mise. 
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Details of Financial Fraud in Military Provided 
33480007a Santiago CAUCE in Spanish 
14-20 Sep 87 pp 14-15 


[Article by Francisco Herreros: “*New Background Infor- 
mation on Multi-Million-Peso Fraud in Army”] 


[Text] To the surprise of even the defendant’s lawyers 
and relatives, in a vote of 3 to 2 the Military Court 
ignored the arguments of Special Prosecutor Mario 
Rodasendas and voted to overturn a prior decision 
denying bail to one of the officers being held on charges 
of fraud and falsification of Army documents. The laws 
allegedly violated are contained in Sections 349 and 367 
of the Code of Military Justice (CJM). 


The Military Court’s ruling, which was supported by its 
two civilian members, Leonel Beraud and Luis Correa 
Bulo, and by Gen Enrique Montero Marx representing 
the Chilean Air Force, was surprising in view of the 
“seriousness” and “complexity” of the crimes being 
investigated, in the words of Attorney Jaime Vergara, 
representative of the Military Justice Ministry. Another 
reason the ruling came as a surprise is that just 2 weeks 
ago, this same appeals court denied the motion of 
another defendant, Capt Jaime Levados, for release on 
bail. 


Many Arrests 


As reported in CAUCE No. 122, Special Prosecutor 
Mario Rodasendas is investigating an extensive series of 
fraudulent transactions against the Army, involving huge 
sums of money and dating back several years. Officers of 
the Intendency Office, commissioned and noncommis- 
sioned officers of at least eight units, and civilian sup- 
pliers are implicated as accomplices in the transactions. 


To date, 10 commissioned officers, 15 noncommis- 
sioned officers, and 2 civilian suppliers are presumed to 
be involved, according to theinvestigation. Many of 
them have been arrested and are being held pending 
trial. 
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Among the officers in jail are Col Eduardo Sepulveda 
Laporte, former chief of the Intendency Department; 
Col Oscar Munoz Mass, chief of the Department of Food 
and Purchasing; Capt Jaime Lavados, son of Cmdr 
Eduardo Lavados (who was Gen Pinochet’s secretary for 
10 years); a Maj Gomez and a Capt Olivares. 


Harsh Sentences 


These commissioned and noncommissioned officers 
face stiff sentences if convicted of playing a role in the 
transactions. Section 349 of the CJM states: “Anyone 
who falsifies accounts, lists, books, or other military 
documents by increasing the number of troops, live- 
stock, equipment, uniforms, weapons, or other war 
materiel, or exaggerating the consumption of provisions, 
feed, or other goods, and anyone who commits any other 
fraud in military administration that results in damage 
to the state shall be sentenced to a prison term, be it 
medium, minimum, or maximum.” Section 367, on the 
other hand, provides for medium-term sentences in 
medium-security prison or correctional facilities, or 
maximum-security prison or correctional facilities, for 
anyone who “forges the handwriting, signature, initials, 
or stamp of the authorities, chiefs, or offices of the 
military institutions,” and for anyone who does not 
commit such forgery but has knowledge of it and “‘en- 
ables the falsified document, communication, or order to 
be carried out.” 


Major Sums Involved 


The civilians now being held are Jose Pincheira Mayora, 
who was acting on behalf of the Nieves Mayora y 
Compania supply firm; and Patricio Garcia, who 
appears to be linked to Pincheira in some way. Accord- 
ing to the background information we obtained, other 
suppliers are also involved. Depending on how the 
investigation proceeds, arrest warrants may also be 
issued for them. 


It is said that the total amount involved in the fraud is 
500 million pesos. Because the case is being investigated 
in strictest secrecy, it has not been possible to confirm 
this figure. But to give an idea of the magnitude, suffice 
it to point out that just the transactions in which Pin- 
cheira was involved add up to nearly 300 million pesos. 
In the briefs filed to obtain the release on bail of one of 
the defendants, an officer, the two sides argued over the 
amount for which he was responsible; one side alleged 13 
million pesos and 40 falsified certificates, while the other 
side claimed it was 17 million pesos and 80 falsified 
certificates. 


It should be noted that this is what is alleged against just 
one of the 25 defendants in the most serious cases, as the 
defense pointed out. 
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Modus Operandi 


The fraudulent transactions, which went on for at least 3 
years, basically consisted of the falsification of certain 
documents used to arrange purchas.s of provisions and 
supplies. These documents are known as certificates of 
receipt. In some cases, the defendants issued certificates 
for nonexistent provisions; in other cases, they altered 
the documents to increase the amount of the transaction. 


The actions were discovered on 27 June, and on 3 July 
the prosecutor’s investigation began. So far, it has been 
proven that these transactions took place at the Non- 
commissioned Officers School, in the Railroad Overpass 
Regiment, and in various units stationed in provinces 
such as Osorno, Valdivia, Puerto Montt, Linares, 
Curico, La Serena, and Antofagasta. All of this explains 
the large number of defendants. 


Some Unknowns 
A number of questions remain unanswered, however. 


For starters, in an institution with as rigid a hierarchy as 
the Army’s, one would expect to find rigorous account- 
ing methods, aside from the fact that purchases of 
provisions must be governed by certain budgets. Thus, it 
seems incongruous that anomalies and irregularities of 
this magnitude could take place for so long, especially 
since some of the certificates were as much as 200 
percent more than the budget allocated for a given 
supplier. This is why one of the defense attorneys stated 
in his brief that the superiors who authorized these 
transactions with their signatures should be subpoenaed 
to testify. 


Along with that brief, the attorney submitted to the 
Military Court a cassette recording of a conversation 
between his client’s wife and his superior, Brig Gen 
Sergio Urrutia. According to the attorney, that conver- 
sation established what the defendant had used the 
money for. It mentioned repair and improvement 
projects in various units, as well as the purchase of 
medals, plaques, and family food packages for classes 
and soldiers for various festivities. 


Does this suggest that the criminal acts allegedly com- 
mitted by this officer were done with the knowledge of 
his superiors, indeed, with their approval or consent? 


But that is not all. In the same brief, the attorney argued 
to the high court that there was no logical explanation for 
the fact that the company of one of the suppliers now 
being held, Nieves Mayora y Compania, and the Abastos 
S.A. company owned by Jose Pincheira’s wife, are still 
doing business with Army units such as the Military 
Academy, the Noncommissioned Officers School, and 
the Women’s Military Academy. 
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Furthermore, in the same connection, all of the defense 
attorneys contend that the defendants were merely fol- 
lowing orders. 


Military Faith 


Based on this background information, it does not take a 
genius to draw one unmistakable conclusion: Either 
there are more people involved than the investigation 
has revealed so far, or, if the investigation remains 
limited to its present dimensions, the systems and mech- 
anisms used by the Army to obtain supplies have become 
obsolete and need to be revised. 


A third possibility is the one which the representative of 
the Military Justice Ministry, Jaime Vergara, suggested 
in his brief. He stated that the falsification of an official 
military document means that the principle of military 
faith, which is sacred to the institution, is in danger. He 
described the function of the officer as one of control, 
ensuring that orders are obeyed at that level. Hence the 
seriousness of the crime in question. 


In view of these factors and the complexity of the case, 
which is still in the initial phases, Vergara argued to the 
court that releasing the defendants on bail could seri- 
ously threaten the success of the investigation. 


In the case of at least one of the defendants, the Military 
Court disagreed. 


08926 


Extent of Insurgent Appeal in Shanty‘owns 
Analyzed 

33480015b Santiago QUE PASA in Spanish 
8-14 Oct 87 pp 35-39 


[Article by Grace Gibson Z.: “Welcome and Unwelcome 
Protest’’] 


[Excerpts] Elias and John are 16 years old and they are 
going to fight. They have nothing but ancient muskets, 
““but the ‘crazies’ will help us.” The “crazies” are the 
members of the Manuel Rodriguez Front (FMR). 


Miguel, on the other hand, will not go along, “because I 
am an evangelical Christian and not an extremist. I am 
opposed to this action. Elias is going because he is a lost 
soul. I do not protest because I am opposed to violence. 
When something happens to upset me I pray to my 
Father who is in heaven. I have changed a great deal. I do 
not like any party, because if Pinochet goes, another 
party will govern, and nobody believes in God and the 
Christians will be persecuted.” 


“| don’t see your God throwing any rocks down from 
heaven to get rid of Pinochet,”’ Marcos complained. “I 
like the Front. These ‘crazies’ succeed because they are 
determined.” 
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Who likes the Front the most? Elias, Marcos, Jose and 
Ramon. They are all 16. Juan (17) does not like any 
group. He is otherwise involved. He has found a good 
business Opportunity, which he pursues in the La Ban- 
dera settlement. He sells raffle tickets. The winner gets a 
package of noodles or flour or a jar of jam. With the 
money he collects, he buys more merchandise, and the 
raffle continues. Obviously it is necessary to sell many 
tickets if the business is to be profitable. Marcos is good 
at this business. On this morning he had sold about 50 
tickets, and he was happy. He was content for a time, and 
then later in despair, as he has been for 17 years. 


They are children. They are youths. They are men. They 
have learned to be everything, because of the fact that 
necessity has a heretic’s face, and yet they are incapable 
of explaining the reasons for what they think. They are 
born on the streetcorners of the town, where they smoke 
“joints” and die of laughter because they have organized 
““some protest against the visit by the pope.” They are 
pleased at the imminence of a violent strike (7 October), 
but on a permanent basis, they feel bad. Very bad, deep 
inside. They feel despair. Not just today, but always. 
This is a despair they have learned. It comes from their 
parents, who live in the same town and who pass on the 
same old poverty. It is always the same—or them, their 
children and their grandchildren. This is despair which is 
passed on in a cycle which it is difficult to break, and 
which, moreover, becomes a self-fulfilling prophecy. 
‘““My parents are poor, and I will be poor’—this is the 
prophecy of poverty which is passed on from generation 
to generation. 


“We are going to support the strike because, well, we are 
chaotic—pure rebels. Because, after all, it’s a bad thing, 
because we are done for, and the solution to this is to 
throw Pinochet out. Afterwards, I don’t know,” said 
Hernan (17), one of the “furious ones,” as he lounged on 
a corner in the La Bandera settlement. They had all been 
smoking. And it was just past 11 am. 


This ariicle has one limiting aspect—it is based on 
interviews with youths in just two slum sectors of 
Greater Santiago—La Bandera and La Victoria. But on 
the other hand, it reveals a reality which has existed 
forever, but which has had its most dramatic manifesta- 
tion in this decade in 1983, when the phenomenon of 
mass protests in the settlements began. 


Protest is generating unrestrained violence which is not a 
political tool for most of the young settlers. (It is differ- 
ent for those who direct this violence, who have a 
political plan behind them.) It is rather a “visceral 
violence” or a biological tendency—so much cumulative 
rage, so much frustration kept inside that it can only be 
expressed by aggression. It should be noted that it was 
just at the end of 1983, after an evaluation of the protest 
campaigns in the settlements, that the PC decided to 
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create the armed branch we know as the Manuel Rodri- 
guez Front. It did so, among other things, as a means of 
channeling this violence in order to gain ground in 
achieving its objectives. 


Then two problems arose—the generation of violence, 
and its use for political ends. To which is added the fact 
that in the view of the young protester, the “strong ones” 
are the members of the FMR—because they are “‘deter- 
mined.” These young people see them as a model— 
“those who do something to get out of the mess.” They 
identify with them. And so the interviews with these 
young people provide a glimpse of a reality which is 
more serious than might have been thought. 


The Beginnings of Unity 


In this matter of aggression or violence (the concepts are 
not the same, as the latter has something of a group 
connotation), one must begin with a premise. There are 
some common elements in human nature—the basic 
emotions linked with the ontological structure of man. 
Among these are fear and aggression, which may be 
transformed into hatred. Frequently this develops cumu- 
latively, although it may not always be externalized. 
Rather the individual renmains in an attitude of waiting, 
ready to express it given a permissive social context. 
Perhaps we could approach most closely by saying that 
we all have a little of the terrorist inside of us. How this 
hatred is expressed will depend on factors which have 
greatly to do with the realm of culture. 


The question is why, if aggression is but another form of 
human behavior, it is externalized most forcefully and 
primarily among the poor and neglected sectors. 


Marcelo Didier, a professor of social psychology at the 
UC, says: “It has traditionally been thought that people 
in the low-income category are more violent than others, 
violence being identified with its most obvious form, 
which is physical aggression. Now, this does not mean 
that there are not more subtle forms of aggression on 
other levels, such as for example the well-known Vicky 
and Gabi on the program "Medio Mundo“ (Nearly 
Everybody) (Channel 13). They are tremendously aggres- 
sive, but with a different style. What happens is that one 
tends to think that the mechanisms which inhibit vio- 
lence are much stronger in the middle and upper classes 
than in the lower classes. This is because of a cultural 
attitude which is handed down. To the extent that one is 
less educated and has a more limited vocabulary, it is 
very difficult to be subtle in expressing aggression.” 


The professor goes on to say: “Such aggressive conduct 
also has to do with the fact that the physical survival of 
those in the poor category is much more seriously 
threatened. If money is stolen from them, they tighten 
their belts for a month. Then if something is stolen from 
them, they are left with nothing. Often, then, they have 
to defend their possessions much more directly. Also, 
aggression is handed on from parents to children. If the 
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parents fight, the children see this all their lives, and not 
only in their own homes. They live in an aggressive 
group environment, and they grow up in this atmosphere 
of violence, which is passed on and provides a model.” 


Now, what elements work together to to make this hatred 
felt, and what was this “permissive” social context which 
facilitated it? We must focus on two aspects—time and 
atmosphere. In terms of time, we must go back to 1983, 
when the first mass protest against this regime in Chile 
occurred. Atmosphere has to do with what was being 
experienced in the settlements—the young people’s feel- 
ings of anguish and despair. And we have always referred 
to the young people because they are the main protago- 
nists in the protests. (The adults in the settlements are 
more likely to reject violence.) 


For the first gathering convoked by the Copper Workers’ 
Confederation (CTC), headed by Rodolfo Seguei, calling 
for a general strike on 11 May 1983 (later transformed 
into a peaceful protest), there was a whole discourse 
addressed to the “people.” The language of the appeal 
was designed to win support in the settlements by setting 
forth “their demands.” In addition, the phenomenon of 
identification developed. The strike was urged by the 
workers of the people. Then, for the first time, the 
concept to the effect that “All of us together can do 
something for ourselves” was established. 


Another element is the fact that once involved in a 
violent atmosphere, people lose their fear. The results of 
the first protest were five “sweeps” of the settlements 
and constant surveillance by civilian and military forces. 
Two persons were shot and 652 others arrested. There 
was radio censorship, a state of emergency was declared 
in the zone for 90 days, and the Internal State Security 
Law was amended, providing for the death penalty in a 
given case. Even so, the tone of the following protests 
was rising violence in the peripheral settlements. 


Do all of those who protest in the settlements have a 
political objective? In a report by the psychologist Ale- 
jandro Boric, he said: “There is a feeling of rebellion of 
rejection of the regime, of the established order. But it is 
a somewhat visceral rejection, at least unconscious in the 
more political sense of the word. This explains the very 
intense, very indiscriminate violence which has been 
seen on some occasions. One perceives a generalized 
sentiment of rebellion, but one which is vague and 
diffuse as to its more political content. This, then, poses 
questions for the politician, rather than evidencing a 
clear political fact, and it does not necessarily lead in a 
direct line to a conscious political attitude on the part of 
young people (at least most of them). It must be said that 
during the fourth and fifth protests, the participation by 
young people in the street fighting increased, but along 
with this, one must question whether the level of politi- 
cal awareness or concern among the young people in 
general increased as well. In other words, a greater 
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number of protests does not lead directly to the devel- 
opment of a popular political youth movement with a 
socialist perspective, with plans for a future society. It 
does not work that way.” 


This was perhaps the great error the opposition made— 
thinking that the increase in protests implicitly entailed 
the concept of the transformation of an aggressive group 
of young people into one with a “political conscience.” 
Therefore the “years of decision” did not turn out to be 
decisive. And perhaps this, as well, is the other thing for 
which the opposition bears the blame. Its effort to 
politicize all the sectors, using these violent protests as a 
resource in trying to create an atmosphere of absolute 
Opposition to the regime, taking advantage of the despair 
of those excluded by the system to create “politically 
aware” citizens. This effort, with no attempt to explain 
the reason for the protest, is not the same as a political 
response—“We are protesting because we oppose Pino- 
chet.” This was the slogan, but it is only the tip of a 
problem which was dealt with superficially. 


The “reasons” for violence, then, do not always have 
subversion as their goal. At least noi from a political 
point of view. This will depend on how those who are 
“politically aware” guide these reasons. It will depend on 
how they use them. 


A Boy Called “Egg” and a Group Called “J” 


Three minors were arrested by detectives for alleged 
possession of weapons and extremist propaganda in their 
homes. A schoolgirl escaped. “This is not related to our 
particular concern,” the public spokesman for the civil- 
ian police said. No, but some doubts remain when the 
majority of those we interviewed, whose average age is 
only 17, said in an almost understated way that belong- 
ing to the Front “is macho. Even if they kill me—well, in 
short, I have nothing to lose, and ‘the crazies’ (the FMR) 
are undertaking to protect my family.” 


His name is Antonio and this attitude of “I have nothing 
to lose” reminds one of Marx—‘The proletariat has 
nothing to lose but its chains.” 


After we talked for some time with them, the majority of 
those we interviewed revealed a certain sympathy with 
the FMR. Naturally, they do not all have the same views. 
Isaac said that “I have no reason to get involved in the 
protests, because I do not know what happened in 1973,” 
but he admitted that someone called ““Guaton” tried to 
recruit him and talked to him about all the bad things in 
this country. So did the youths who, in one way or 
another, identified the Front members who came to 
mark up the walls, to paint over Allende‘s face, or simply 
to be present for the protests. They said they talked with 
them at length. The minority, but there were some, 
answered “Why not?” when asked if they would perhaps 
help the members of the FMR. 
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It is not that they are terrorisis. But obviously, with this 
“nothing to lose” attitude, there is the possibility they 
could become terrorists. Perhaps in practice they would 
not dare—we do not know—but it is more than likely 
that they might provide aid, and in fact there is agree- 
ment between these youths and the members of the 
FMR. This is first because of the admiration the young 
people feel for them, and also because of the protection 
the latter provide. They like it when they come, and they 
do not feel alienated from them. (“They give off good 
vibes. They tell us to make trouble, and that the presi- 
dent is bad. When they come we are the ‘target’ for their 
talk,” Miguel Angel told us. Ramon said that “They talk 
when they come, and they teach us to handle weapons, 
and give classes.) On the other hand, the better orga- 
nized the young settlers are, the easier it becomes to 
direct this subversion. 


An FMR member brought to trial for bringing weapons 
into Carrizal and now in prison talked to QUE PASA. 
We are not quoting his exact words, but he told us that 
the Front has developed among the people as a result of 
their need to organize. He also said that often its 
members they go to the settlements to establish a link or 
a contact in order to organize the people, and they find 
that they are already organized. All they have to do then 
is to guide that organization, to give it a platform. 


We met the young man called ““Huevo” (Egg) through 
Antonio, who told us that they were well organized for 
the strike on 7 Ociober, as always, because they are the 
“Group of 10.” “They told me about Huevo. I belong to 
a party, the CODE, which is for student rights. We have 
a number of comrades with whom we go out to defend 
the people. Like at 7 in the morning, we want to halt the 
whole mobilization, so that the workers won’t go to their 
jobs. We have nothing to defend ourselves with, because 
the fact is the PC is here. And suddenly fellows come 
from the MIR and the Front, but the ’crazies* can’t do 
very much here because the people are uncertain. I know 
where these comrades are, I know them. Now we want to 
make Joya (J) into a party, and I have friends in Santa 
Helena who will work with me...” 


Suddenly some Carabineers arrived. They asked for our 
identity cards. ““Huevo” gave a start and got up. He is 
very short, and he was shaking like a leaf. He had no 
card. Soon they left, but “‘Huevo” continued to tremble. 
We were introduced to another “comrade,” Andres (18), 
and they told us they were going to have a Jota meeting 
that day. Did we want to come? “Yes, to participate.” 


What leads them to feel a certain admiration for the 
more radical leftist groups, when clearly it is not a matter 
of ideological belief? A sociologist who is an expert on 
terrorism and who preferred not to be identified, 
explained. “The first thing we must say is that in the 
settlements, because of the crowding and the style of life, 
primary groups develop and establish relations of a 
primary nature. There is very close daily contact among 
therm, allowing a great degree of identification. The 
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cohesion is greater because they know what the family 
and the neighborhood are thinking and doing. As they 
live in one room, they see when others sleep, if they do 
not come home, whether the neighbors are out of work. 
With this cohesion among primary groups, it is much 
easier to make use of them politically.” 


Our source continued his analysis. “In the primary 
groups, there are single, complete responses, and these 
people icel that with concrete actions they are somebody. 
Their responses, for example, are ‘I like the Front. They 
are ‘macho.’ They support me. They are my friends.’ On 
the other hand, the terrorist movement provides the 
primary group with immediate objectives, which is what 
the marginal young people need. For this reason it is 
effective. It carries out concrete actions which bring it 
closer to the young people in the settlements, and these 
are things they like to do. ‘I blew up this tower,’ or ‘I 
started that blaze.’ It is this which gets to them, not the 
proposals of political groups concerning free elections, 
plebiscites, and petitions. These are abstract formulas far 
removed from the single, immediate answers needed by 
these groups. This discourse is unintelligible to them.” 


Psychologist Marcelo Didier completes the analysis. 
“The Front does things which are highly visible. I believe 
that it is more the fact of doing something, breaking out 
of the feeling of despair, than that the people really 
believe that they can bring Pinochet down. A neglected 
people in despair are absolutely incapable of understand- 
ing what is happening concretely in their lives, and 
spectacular actions give them an opportunity to feel that 
they have broken out of this despair. Violence is for them 
an escape mechanism. During those days, they leave 
their despair behind. 


It is very easy for the terrorists to win supporters, then. 
Particularly when it is a question of children, whose very 
youth they use as a shield. In Peru, children carry bombs 
into police stations and set them off. In some cases, they 
die. In Chile, the use of children by terrorists is a fact. 
And this is a criticism which has been made by the 
experts On terrorism. They combat it when an individual 
has already joined a group, but no policy has been 
developed for isolating the people, among whom it is 
nurtured, from teriorism. Furthermore, the experts say 
that “The emergence of the FMR in the settlements 
means that the settlers do not regard its members as 
alienated from the people, but as part of them. And this 
is what gives the terrorist group validity. It is no accident 
then that the entire thrust of the last RODRIGUISTA 
(the publicity organ of the FMR) had to do with the 
means of making the strike effective in the settlements. 


No comparisons can be made among the motivations 
which lead the young people in the various settlements to 
turn to violence. While in the La Bandera settlement we 
encountered general despair, matters were different in 
La Victoria. There is the same despair there, and the 
protests in that settlement are known to be violent. 
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However, politically speaking, La Victoria is “alive.” 
There is tremendous identification in the settlement, and 
considerable organizational success has been achieved. 


There the political channel of which we spoke has been 
developed, wherein the motivations for the protest go 
hand in hand with subversion. And this could be sensed 
in the course of the conversations we had with the 
leaders (see interview). La Victoria has Father Andre 
Jarlan’s shirt. It is tremendously “aware” politically. 
Perhaps this is because it has effected a major reversal in 
the organization of the protests. It is those who are 
“politically aware” who are in charge here, not the 
lumpen proletariat which generally expresses itself vio- 
lently and without political orientation, going beyond 
the limits of the activitites of those who want to put an 
idological stamp on violence. 


In the course of his explanation, Alejandro Boric said: 
“Where those who are politically and socially active are 
concerned, we see that with all this youthful discontent, 
they go beyond the bounds, and the leadership of these 
actions is not exactly to be found in the organized 
political sectors. Now, even if this is not so, we believe 
that to a certain extent there is some direction from the 
more politicized groups. For example, on protest days, 
the better organized sectors engage mainly in tasks of an 
Operational nature —defacing posters, promoting slo- 
gans, logistic support of the protest), thus facilitating 
generalized behavior along these lines. Although it is the 
lumpen proletariat which takes the initiative in express- 
ing itself thus.” 


Boric derives a conclusion from this assessment. ““Con- 
cerning those who are not organized (politically), we 
think that there is a need here to consider...how to 
incorporate them in a possible popular movement... 
Probably this would not be a matter of organization, but 
perhaps rather of spending time in more casual encoun- 
ters, such as cultural or recreational activities. In other 
words, the organized sectors need to try to achieve a 
relationship with the others which are not organized. 


“Here we must pause to consider the problem of finding 
a language, symbols which will promote the support of 
sectors which are not organized, but which do indeed 
need a point of reference. And this could provide the 
discontented youth in the settlements with better orga- 
nization and greater poiitical projection. By way of 
example, the psychologist notes that the young people 
whose regular activity involves responsibility for the 
children at recreational centers incorporate the protest 
issue in the cultural activities. They teach protest. In 
other words, they have the children draw pictures and 
write poems and stories about protest, and then they 
have them discuss what happened. This, in addition to 
providing a period of contemplation both for the youth 
groups and the children, creates something which can be 
put on exhibit in the settlements or made available to the 
media to explain what the children think and what 
effects the protest issue has had on them.” 
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The picture is incomplete. The real situation set forth 
here is extrapolated from interviews with young people 
in just two settlements. But there are conclusions as to 
successes and failures, attacks and subversive actions, 
alienation from life and despair. The excluded sectors 
are the price paid by an economic society of a liberal 
sort, as compared to the security offered the individual 
by a totalitarian society. But in the latter type of society, 
obviously, the price paid is freedom. In reality, the 
background of the matter appears to be a question of a 
dramatic nature. Will these young people have an oppor- 
tunity to begin their lives anew, or will they always be 
excluded by the system? They are 17 now. Can some- 
thing, which they need so urgently, be done for them? Or 
is social development so slow in the poor countries that 
they will be excluded from the system permanently? 


Will they be used solely as tools in campaigns designed to 
win satisfaction for “demands?” 


Those Who Are Politically Aware 


Gloria will soon be 30. She has been involved in this 
“organization” business, as head of the La Victoria 
seetlement command, for 2 years. She has her eyes fixed 
on the strike this coming seventh of the month, and she 
says that she would not leave the settlement whatever 
happens, because she has not seen such solidarity and 
unity anywhere else. 


She also says that “This settlement is so spontaneous, 
because suddenly some Carabineers pass by, and if they 
are peaceful, no one says anything to them. Other times 
stones are thrown and they raise their weapons. The 
people go into the streets and begin to pelt them with 
stones. The QUE PASO reporters had no trouble talking 
to people, but they did not want their photographs taken. 
This woman told us about: 


Organization of the Strike 


“We have formed a strike command in which there are 
various work commissions. One, the publicity commis- 
sion, is in charge of distributing pamphlets and fliers. 
There is a wall-painting workshop where all the block 
residents are encouraged to paint together. We are also 
Organizing for when the pigs“ come. At least they will 
not come here while the strike is on, just to La Feria 
Avenue, and also,if there are huge barricades, they will 
not come closer. It is important to say that all the people 
are participating. The grandmothers, for example, bring 
the stones, and it is the boys who actually throw them. 
Everyone contributes. We place great hopes in the gen- 
eral strike on the seventh. We are making every effort to 
be sure that something great comes of it. In fact we have 
paid visits to all the enterprises surrounding us—Vicuna 
Mackenna, Matadero, La Vega, the collectives and the 
workers. I do not know if they are organizing as well in 
other settlements. We would like to see many settlements 
like La Victoria.” 
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The FMR 


“We have never received instructions from anyone, we 
are autonomous. The F nt people always come to see 
us, but no one knows a: at time or on what date they 
will come. In the past the Front brought trucks full of 
chickens and milk, and so the people know that it is the 
military apparatus of the people and that tomorreow its 
meinbers will defend us. When they come, they even 
teach us, and the people listen to them and follow them. 
They accept them as their own.” 


The Feelings of the Young Settlers 


“There are great frustrations. A young fellow of 18 who 
should be studying has no options other than marijuana, 
alcohol, and lounging on the corner. But he has no 
money to go to the movies or for any other entertain- 
ment. What the young people feel is powerlessness. 
Sometimes we want to go to the park and we all have to 
pool our coins. One can go on foot, but if you want to buy 
a drink or something you have to take up a collection. 
Yes, the poverty here is great, but with the organization 
we have achieved, we have been getting ahead a bit. 
Indeed, we are not worse off.” 


The Continuing Struggle 


““We are going to continue the struggle with our organi- 
zation in an effort to aim higher. But this involves a 
definition by the political parties, and in this regard, that 
which is closest to us is the PC. The fact is that it really 
reflects the feelings of the settlers. The others are 
involved in this squabbling I told you about, and so then 
the people don’t know what to cling to, and the only one 
which has always evidenced a firm and correct line is the 
PC. However, political militancy and joining the PC and 
the Front are different things. I think that one must be 
prepared, must have politica! knowledge, and then there 
is the military thing. One cannot go into the military 
thing alone, unless he becomes a "’pistol head.“ 


$157 


Extent of Housing Shortage Detailed 
33480015a Santiago ANALISIS in Spanish 
28 Sep-4 Oct 87 p 20 


[Article by A. O.: “Problems of Chile’s Homeless— 
Finding a Roof”] 


{Text} In the commune of Maipu, 18 September was a 
day marked by contradictions. While in the inns and 
courtyards there was dancing, and the young men 
exchanged toasts, in another district of the settlement, 
Presidentes de Chile, the problem of the housing short- 
age was being laid bare. Makeshift tents of sheets of 
plastic and blankets were being set up on land belonging 
to the municipality by 25 families, including 80 adults 
and children, “because,” they said, “our applications 
have dragged on too long.” 
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The “land seizure” lasted 3 days, and just as the illegal 
squatters were being removed by the Carabineers, a 
similar number of families were taking possession of the 
site, bringing in old boards, mattresses and some per- 
sonal belongings. This was the group to which the 
authorities had allocated the area. Some fell into the 
category of “relatives.” 


There can be no doubt that the housing problem has 
become more acute. On the basis of figures provided by 
the College of Architects and studies by various experts, 
the Settlers’ United Command (CUP) says that there are 
at present 120,000 homeless families in the country, with 
4.5 million individuals being affected, assuming an aver- 
age of four or five persons per household. Jose Hidalgo, 
the head of the CUP, admits that these figures differ 
substantially from the official statistics. He erxplains 
that “They speak of a shortage of 500,000 housing units, 
but the fact is that this assessment does not take into 
account the families living under unacceptable condi- 
tions, or their relatives. Also, simply by installing two of 
the temporary facilities they call ‘sanitary huts’ on a 
slope, they transform a ‘camp’ into a ‘town,’ automati- 
cally removing its popuiation from the statistics.” 


Since 1987 has been declared the International Year of 
the Homeless by the United Nations (our government 
has termed it International Housing Year), the CUP is 
engaged in pursuing various activities, ranging from the 
drafting of analytical documents to public reporting of 
the housing problem. 


“It is in connection with this reporting that we have 
taken up the appeal of the National Workers’ Command 
(CNT) for a mobilization on 7 October. We settlers are 
members of the Civilian Assembly which drafted the 
Demand of Chile, which also contains our demands, and 
this organization has endorsed this appeal,” Jose 
Hidalgo explained. He added that as a means of express- 
ing their support of the CNT appeal, the settlers will 
observe what they call the Right to Dignified Housing 
Day this Wednesday, 30 September, when morning 
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meetings will be held in the various neighborhoods to 
analyze the problem of “the homeless,” and “lightning 
rallies” will be held at various points in downtown 
Santiago in the afternoon. 


Housing and Democracy 


But it is not solely a question of going into the streets. 
While pursuing these activities, the CUP is also working 
zealously to prepare for its participation in the meeting 
organized in Santiago in connection with the Interna- 
tional Year of the Homeless by the Department of Urban 
Settlements under the UN and the Catholic church. The 
CUP, representing the organized setilers, proposes to 
present a report at this meeting on 6 and 7 November. 


The CUP has planned a meeting of metropilitan repre- 
sentatives, together with experts from the Latin Ameri- 
can School of Social Sciences (FLACSO) and nongovern- 
mental institutions, to draft this document. Later, on 
31 October and | November, a national symposium will 
be held, with former ministers of housing and leaders of 
the professional colleges concerned with this subjects 
attending as special guests. 


“What is involved,” Jose Hidalgo told ANALISIS, “‘is 
the drafting of a diagnosis of the housing problem and a 
proposal sctting forth the viewpoint of the settlers about 
how to deal with the situation when the country regains 
democracy. We believe that priority attention should be 
given to the housing shortage, along with the scourge of 
unemployment. But just as we know that our problem 
will not be resolved under the dictatorship, there 1s 
historical experience shoing that the solutions sought 
under democracy are not the best either. And this is due 
to the fact that those entrusted with drafting the solu- 
tions are not individuals who have experienced the 
problem. Therefore, we now want to gather the opinions 
of the settlers, the homeless, their relatives, so that it will 
be those affected themselves who will propose real 
solutions to the housing problem which can be imple- 
mented under a democracy.” 


5157 
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Government Minister Affirms Existence of 128 
Armed Groups 

56000001c EL ESPECTADOR in Spanish 

1 Oct 87 pp 1, 13A 


[Text] Bogota—The government acknowledged the 
existence of 128 paramilitary groups, summitting to the 
Congress the list prepared by the DAS [Administrative 
Department of Security], which also includes groups 
such as MAS [Death to Kidnappers] and both drug 
trafficking and emerald trafficking organizations. 


The interior minister, Cesar Gaviria Trujillo, quoted by 
the Patriotic Union [UP], ciaimed that “some have been 
arrested” for their presumed connection with those 
Organizations, without specifying their names. He 
remarked: “The way in which they operate makes it 
difficult to expose those groups and put them in the 
hands of the authorities.” 


The list of groups includes “The Peaches,” a group of 
assassins linked with the Mafia, and others of a similar 
type, such as “The Extraditables,” “‘Narco-Amnesty,” 
and “Self-Defense for Drug Traffickers’ Assets.” Two 
groups in a confrontation in Boyaca over operation of 
the emerald mines, known as the “Lopez” and “Barrera” 
rings, also appear in the document. 


Representative Gilberto Vieira, promoter of the debate, 
requested that the government resume the dialogues 
with FARC [Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia] 
sectors maintaining a truce, and with the other armed 
rebel groups. He claimed that, only if the state proves 
capable of guaranteeing the lives of individuals and of 
breaking up the groups of hired killers will it “have 
arguments for demanding thai the guerrrillas demobilize 
and disarm themselves.” 


Another UP congressman, Bernardo Jaramillo, main- 
tained that the commander of the 10th Brigade, Gen 
Manuel Sanmiguel, had “condemned to death” the pres- 
ident of SINTRABANANO [Banana Workers Union], 
Alberto Angulo, who was murdered in Apartado during 
March. 


For the second time, the government warned the guer- 
rilla groups that,if they fail to express their willingness to 
demobilize and disarm, “the government and the society 
have no recourse other than to continue this bloody, 
abnormal, and certainly long baitle; not because the 
government does not believe in political solutions, but 
because there is not sufficient willingness on the other 
side.” 


Agreement Among Guerrillas 


Following are the most important statements made by 
the minister: 


COLOMBIA 22 


The agreement reached by the guerrilla groups with each 
other represents a considerable setback in the reconcili- 
ation process. There are groups which indiscriminately 
resoit to terrorist acts, and that can only lead to radica- 
lization. 


The demand for demobilization is not a whim of the 
government, but rather a conclusion from the cease-fire 
agreements. 


If the guerrrillas do not agree to disarm,and continue 
with the armed confrontations, the agreements will have 
increasing political value and less military value. This is 
happening, and the government feels relatively power- 
less. 


The government is committed to dialogue on the guar- 
antees for reinstatement into civil life, which are not 
merely the abstract ones stipulated in the Constitution. 


The government does not believe that only the military 
expedient remains to cope with the guerrilla problem. 
One cannot claim that it is a militarist position to 
acknowledge that the cease-fire was broken after the 
dreadful massacre in Caqueta. 


Are There No Self-Defense Groups? 


The first investigation by the Attorney General’s Office 
of an alleged self-defense group in Huila appears to have 
concluded that it lacks the features reported by the press: 
wearing uniforms or carrying weapons of the military 
forces, and not engaging in patrols. 


It is not feasible to take it for granted thai such groups 
exist, or are being sponsored by the government or the 
military forces, but rather to wait for the decision of the 
Attorney General ‘s Office. 


The self-defense groups have no place in official policy, 
nor has the government called for them; and they are 
incompatible with the reconciliation process. The attor- 
ney general has already said that they are outside the 
bounds of the legal system. 


The paramilitary groups are upsetting the search for 
reconciliation, and are generating distrust among the 
authorities. We have no intention of concealing any 
criminal phenomenon, or fostering armed groups other 
than the military forces. The atmosphere of silence and 
fear must disappear, and the citizens, who are often 
fearful, must make statements to the judges. The govern- 
ment hopes to put into the hands of the justice system 
the evidence that will lead to the breakup of those 


groups. 


UP must notify the Attorney General’s Office of all the 
reports made in the Congress. 
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The government realizes that, in certain areas, owing to 
phenomena involving intimidation, there have been 
requests to suspend the elections; but that is not its 
policy. Only insurmountable phenomena would prompt 
it to accept suspension as an undesirable act. 


Venezuela: An Excuse 


Gilberto Vieira claimed that, with the excuse of a con- 
flict with Venezuela, the Army is to be armed, with the 
hope of terminating the guerrillas militarily, “but expe- 
rience has shown that the solution to a confrontation is 
not the armed expedient.” He rebuked those calling for a 
hard-line policy, because the victims would be “the 
common people,” who would lose public freedoms. 


The representative criticized the government’s “attitude 
of feigned indifference” toward the confirmation by the 
Attorney General’s Office of the fact that members of the 
Armed Forces are implicated in political crimes. 


He rejected claims by the defense minister, Gen Rafael 
Samudio, who declared before the Senate that the self- 
defense groups were approved at a Communist Party con- 
gress. He stated: “A self-defense policy enabling citizens to 
watch for and report the hired killers, and to adopt concrete 
measures against attacks, is one thing; and the self-defense 
groups financed by the land-owners, with weapons taken 
from the military arsenals, is something else.” 


His fellow party member,Bernardo Jaramillo, accused the 
commander of the 10th Brigade of having condemned to 
death Alberto Angulo, president of SINTRABANANO, at a 
meeting with reporters at which, he charged, Jaramillo had 
claimed that Angulo was an aide to the guerrillas, and that 
ihe Uraba unions were infested with guerrilla fighters; a 
Situation that he proposed to terminate. 


He also remarked that the commander of the Mutata 
Rifle Battalion had seized the town, and prevented a 
demonstration. 


The 128 Groups Identified 


Following is the list of paramilitary groups included in 
the DAS report: 


1. With national coverage: Death to Kidnappers (MAS); 
The Extraditables; Colombian Anticommunist Alliance: 
Revolutionary Commands of Colombia; Anticommunist 
Youth of Colombia (JACOC); Colombian Anticommun- 
ist Movement; The Birds; and American Anticommunist 
Alliance (AAA). 


2. Magdalena Medio: Anti-MAS Black Eagle: Alfa 83; 
The Embryo; The Crickets; The Sullied; Death to Rev- 
Olutionaries (MAR); For Cleaning Valle del Magdalena; 
Rambo; and The Little One. 


3. Uraba: Death to Revolutionaries of Uraba. 
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4. Atlantic Coast: The Group; Death to Rustlers; Death 
to Invaders, Collaborators, and Sponsors (MAICOPA); 
Punishment for Signers and Crooked Intermediaries 
(CAFIES). 


5. Antioquia:Revolutionary Union Student Committee; 
Death Squad; Red Star; Falange; Revolutionary Workers 
Group; Los Jumbos; Death to Sneak Thieves; The 
Peaches; The Little Cheeses; Death to Homosexuals; 
Death to Small Drug Peddlers and Basuco Dealers; 
Death to Judges and Magistrates; Death to Revolution- 
aries of the Northeast; Shining Path; Total Cleanup; 
Love for Medellin; and Black Hand. 


6. Atlantico: The Rebels; The Black Hand. 
7. Bolivar: Death to Kidnappers and Communists. 


8. Boyaca: Death to Criminals; The Lopez Gang; The 
Barrera Gang. 


9. Caqueta: Machete Squad. 


10. Cauca: Bolivarian Revolutionary Alliance (CRC); 
Bolivarian Death Squad; Bolivarian Falange; Youth 
Friendship Front (FAJ); Democratic Friendship Front; 
People’s Democratic Front; Bolivarian Antiterrorist 
Group; 12 October Youth Group; Democracy Move- 
ment; Death to Robbers of the North; and Death to 
Military and Paramilitary. 


ll. Cesar: Terminator; and Unified Revolutionary Action 
Command. 


12. Cordoba: Camilo Daza Group; La Cascona; Los 
Mazudos; and Counterrevolutionary Organization; 


13. Cundinamarca; Worker and Peasant Self-Defense; 
Popular Brigades of the Southeast; The Trigger; Death to 
Sneak Thieves of the North; Dissident Youth of Colom- 
bia; Anticommunist Christians Movement; Death to Car 
Thieves; The Executioner; Revolutionary Organization 
Against Gangsters; and Federation of Revolutionary and 
Workers Organizations. 


14. Choco: Coffee Rust 87. 


15. Huila: Huila Community; The Vampires; Latin 
American Democratic Urban Commands; and Vigilance 
and Development Committee of Colombia. 


16. La Guajira: Seven Machos. 


17. Magdalena: Death to Invaders, Collaborators, and 
Sponsors. 
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18. Meta: Stingers; Red Berets; Counter-Guerrilla Front; 
Peasant Revolutionary Front; Corn Men; Narco Amnes- 
ty; The Bushy-Heads; The Black Hand; Sclf-Defense of 
Drug Traffickers’ Assets; and Plains Front for Self- 
Defense of National Democracy. 19. Narino: Demo- 
cratic Front of Friendship. 


20. Norte de Santander: Popular Self-Defense; The Exe- 
cutioner; and The Rampants. 


21. Quindio: Workers Clandestine Army; Quindian Exe- 
cutioner; and Federation of Revolutionary and Workers 
Organizations. 


22. Risaralda: Koyak; Death Squad; The White Eagles; and 
Federation of Revolutionary and Workers Organizations. 


23. Santander: Red Flag; Simon Bolivar Red Command; 
Army of the Poor, FALCO [Colombian Armed Forces of 
Liberation}; Los Caracuchos; Los Rampuches; The Black 
Hand; Terminator; Toxicol 90; Scorpio; Green Berets; 
and Falcon 2. 


24. Sucre: La Cascona. 


25. Tolima: Ata Red; Federation of Revolutionary and 
Workers Organizations. 


26. Valle del Cauca: Democratic Alliance; Black Flag; 
Green Commands; Popular Revolutionary Army; Silent 
United Front; Military Force of the West; Implacable 
Executioner; Kankil; The Bogs; Revolutionary Civic 
Movement; Democracy Movement; Death to Homosex- 
uals; Armed People’s Organization; Military Organiza- 
tion of the People; Death to Rats; Green Commands; 
Death to Small Drug Peddlers; The Avengers; Cali 
Cleanup Squad; and Federation of Revolutionary and 
Workers Organizations. 


27. Casanare: Casanare Self-Defense Movement. 
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Defense Minister on Armed Groups, Weapons 
Distribution 

56000001d EL COLOMBIANO in Spanish 

25 Sep 87 pp 1A, 2A 


[Text] Bogota (COLPRENSA)—The night before last, 
the national defense minister, Gen Rafael Samudio 
Molina, disclosed to the Senate of the Republic the fact 
that over 50 so called self-defense groups are operating in 
certain parts of the country beset by violence; but 
claimed that none of those organizations were acting 
under the sponsorship of the military forces. 


He said that, during the last decade, the desire of Colombi- 
ans to armthemselves has increased excessively, noting that, 
since 1979, 279,553 weapons have been sold to private 
persons, at a tctal cost of 1.547 billion pesos. 


COLOMBIA 


The high commander remarked that the operations of 
the self-defense groups and the increase in weapons held 
by private individuals bear a direct relationship to the 
growing activity of guerrillas in the country, and, partic- 
ularly, to the FARC’s [Revolutionary Armed Forces of 
Colombia’s] harassment inflicted on neglected commu- 
nities. 


General Samudio Molina made these statements in remarks 
delivered at a debate in the Senate Plenary Session, which 
lasted over 8 hours and served to provide an extensive 
assessment of the public order situation, from the stand- 
point of the present administration’s policies for peace. 


*‘Paraguerrillas’ 


It is fitting for the national defense minister to discuss 
the existence of “paraguerrilla” groups, just as the 
extreme leftist sectors overtly cite the existence of para- 
military groups. 


The military chief defended the enforcement of the law 
on legitimate defense established both in the Constitu- 
tion and and in the penal law; claiming that the peasant 
communities have constantly exercised it in regions 
where the presence of the public forces is non-existent. 


Based on statistical information, Samudio Molina 
informed the Congress that the Armed Forces are absent 
from 47 municipal capitals, 808 districts, and 3,003 
police inspector’s offices. 


He explained that the department most unprotected in 
this respect is Meta, 15 of whose towns lack the auxiliary 
service that the National Police could provide to their 
authorities. It is followed by Santander, with 14, Boyaca 
with 10, Antioquia with eight, and Bolivar with five. 


Private Security 


After quoting various legal texts backing the exercise of the 
right to private security, the minister disclosed that there are 
currrently 376 business firms offering guard service in the 
country, consisting of a total of 40,198 men. 


He said that a third of them have weapons with passes 
because, on the average, every three guard shifts use a 
single revolver. 


He warned that there are mistaken notions about the 
procedures used by the military forces to provide weap- 
ons for private use to certain entities and individuals 
requiring them because of their functions. 


He explained that the organic law of national defense 
allows making this type of exception, under the strict 
control of the military forces; and in this regard he 
disclosed the following figures: 
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A total of 7,630 weapons the use of which was originally 
presumed to be reserved for the military agencies have been 
distributed thusly: to the Collectors Association, 305; to tie 
Bank of the Republic, nine; toCOLSUBSIDIO [Colombian 
Subsidy Company], one; to the DAS [Administrative 
Department of Security], 833; to the Coffee Growers Fed- 
eration, five; to the Shooting Federation, 43; to the Office of 
the Attorney General, 60; to juristic persons, 467; to natural 
persons, 1,140; to the Customs Guard, 416; and to the 
General Directorate of Prisons, !,395. 


He reported that nearly 70,000 weapons have been 
assigned to active personnel of the military forces, but 
noted that most of them were in such poor condition that 
it would be illogical to think that they are being turned 
over to self-defense organizations to replace the Army in 
the discharge of its constitutional mission. 


Strategy 


He revealed that, only 48 hours earlier, he had received 
a report from military intelligence to the effect that the 
Communist Party and the FARC commands have 
ordered a change in the name of the self-defense groups, 
calling them “vigilance and resistance groups,” so as to 
differentiate them from other movements that have 
emerged spontaneously to confront the guerrillas. 


He vehemently rejected an assertion by the head of New 
Liberalism, Ivan Marulanda, to the effect that the military 
forces have been “politicized.” “That is untrue, and if it 
should become true, its only purpose would be to defend 
democracy and institutional stability. If that is a crime, I 
shall answer for it.” 
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Government Said To Lack Unity Against Guerrilla Threat 
33480012c Bogota EL TIEMPO in Spanish 4 Oct 87 p 4A 


(Editorial: ““They’ Are United. What About ‘Us’?”’] 


[Text] The most striking thing about the subversive groups 
entering into an alliance is their tone, their arrogance, their 
intention to hold government-to-government talks with the 
legitimately established Colombian Government, which was 
elected by a popular vote that is beyond suspicion. “Don 
Manuel” is not “Tirofijo.” He is the head of a power that is 
entrenched on the nation’s soil and that is prepared to grant 
us peace as long as its conditions are accepted. They are a 
“government in exile” headed by the ill-famed leaders of 
gangs of bandits all over the nation. How the situation has 
changed from a few years ago to now. The unity of the 
bandits will be followed (and readers should not be sur- 
prised) by recognition from several countries or interna- 
tional associations, so that “Don Manuel” can send off his 


COLOMBIA 


plenipotentiaries, who will be in charge of setting the 
conditions for peace, thus putting an end to Colombia's 
democracy and establishing a new free territory in the 
Americas. 


What the previous government granted them and the peace 
policy that the present government advocates are of no 
import or use to them. They have to chart the agrarian and 
urban reform; Congress cannot intervene. They like the 
election of mayors, but they set conditions. They are also 
demanding an end to the paramilitary groups, and we hope 
that this can be achieved. In a word, they have put forth a 
peace treaty that, if not accepted, will mean total war. They 
base all this on the climate of violence in the country. 
According to them, it represents a sufficiently revolutionary 
setting to unmask the government’s arrogance and to allow 
military unity, which is now capable of taking further 
far-reaching steps, as “Don Manuel” and his gang have in a 
way outlined. In light of the positions that have been staked 
out from La Uribe, we are beginning to find answers to the 
disquieting question about the wave of horror that has been 
jolting the country: “In whose interest is it?” 


They have joined forces. This fact must urgently be acknowl- 
edged, so that those who make up the democratic community 
can, in the meantime, confront their own lack of unity. After 
the manifesto we must speak in terms of “us” and “them.” It 
is sad to see how “we” are stupidly, not just foolishly taking 
the path of divisiveness. While “they” forget their disagree- 
ments, “we” fight among ourselves over a minister, we attack 
each other with words over personal, not ideological differ- 
ences. The debate that the communications minister has 
begun over news restrictions has created a veritable storm of 
controversy. Meanwhile, “they” are taking advantage of the 
television time that the government has granted them to sing 
their own praises and, oh yes, to demand even more open- 
ness in government broadcasting. 


In their manifesto they claim to be persecuted and 
oppressed. They acknowledge nothing that they have 
achieved as a result of certain accords. They are insatiable. 
And they are right, given the lack of responsibility that “we” 
have shown. Nothing is going to calm them until they have 
the entire pie in their hands. What is going to happen with 
the assaults that will almost surely take place in the near 
future? Will they come under the amnesty that “La Uribe” 
declared? It is not necessary, as in the past, to know who 
massacred the soldiers in Caqueta. Henceforth all doubts 
will be dispelled. The military command will be responsible 
for all these actions. In the meantime, we will keep on 
bickering, splintering. And a breakup is the most serious 
threat of all. The unity of the bandits comes as no surprise 
to us. We were expecting it, but not their brazenness, their 
arrogance. In the face of the united subversive front, the 
country is splitting into “us” and “them.” Our task now is to 
review our current state of mind and seek unity within an 
unofficial scenario that is, however, psychological and solid, 
in defense of democracy. Because make no mistake about it: 
“They” are totalitarian; “we” are not. 
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Reorganization of Labor Union Movement Urged 
32480001b San Jose LA NACION in Spanish 
7 Sep 87 p 8a— 


[Text] Several union leaders are advocating a rethink- 
ing of the leadership, objectives, organization and 
methods for struggling, accompanied by a reform in 
labor union legislation; so that this movement may 
better meet the needs of its members, and counter the 
advancement of the solidary movement. 


The main criticism is focused on the apparent lack of 
plurality in the leadership, the erosion of traditional 
measures for exerting pressure, and the absence of a 
definite plan that would benefit the working class. 


Despite the urgent need for changes, there is confi- 
dence in the future of the labor movement; and it has 
even been predicted that (owing to the socioeconomic 
situation that the country is undergoing) the public 
and peasant sectors will be extremely “explosive” 
during the coming years. 


The statements were made by Edwin Leon Villalobos, 
labor minister; Prof Jose Joaquin Melendez, secretary 
general of the Authentic Confederation of Demo- 
cratic Workers (CATD); Orlando Solano, secretary 
general of the United Confederation of Workers 
(CUT); and Wilson Arroyo, president of the State 
Workers Union (SITRAE-Vanguard). 


The analysis stemmed from the recent ratification by 
the Labor Ministry of 13 direct agreements signed 
(with the sponsorship of the solidary associations) by 
Standard Fruit Company and its employees in Valle 
de La Estrella and Rio Frio. 


In the view of those knowledgeable on the subyect, a 
historic event has occurred with that decision: the loss 
of the last stronghold of the labor union organization 
in the banana-growing area. 


Moreover, when the 1985 and 1986 statistics pro- 
vided by that department are compared, a low rate of 
labor union organization is shown to have been 
maintained in comparison with the employed popu- 
lation. 


Wheras, during the first year, there were 135,508 
members(16.4 percent) out of a total of 826,698 
working persons, during the next year, although the 
number of members rose to 138,583, the percentage 
of affiliation declined 0.2 percent, because the eco- 
nomically active population increased to 857,749 
persons. 


Similarly, during those 2 years, the active labor 
unions declined from 359 to 335. The largest number 
of organizations, but not the membership, consists of 
the so-called independents, or non-confederated 
unions. 


COSTA RICA 26 


The public sector contains the largest number of 
union members (88,085), followed by the private 
sector, with 50,259. 


Rethinking, of What? 


In the view of Mr Arroyo, of the independent unions, 
the Permanent Council of Workers (CPT) lacks a 
“clearcut plan” with which employees might become 
identified and from which they could benefit. 


Similarly, Leon thinks that too much emphasis has 
been placed on issues involving wage demands, to the 
detriment of other needs, such as housing and funds 
for loans. 


CPT was founded slightly over 18 months ago. It 
includes the country’s six labor confederations, the 
independent organizations, and the national teachers 
federation. 


Neverthelesss, Mr Solano thiks the opposite, claiming 
that the struggles waged to achieve a just agrarian 
reform, and to stop the constant decline in the stan- 
dard of living, and the tax policy imposed by interna- 
tional financial agencies comprise a plan of action 
that is “their own, and independent.” 


Professor Melendez was cf the opinion that the main 
problem lies in legislation, in effect since 1943, which 
does not allow the labor union entities to develop 
plans wherein the profit feature intervenes. 


For this reason, he came out in favor of a substantial 
reform in the Labor Code. 


Although they uphold the right to protest, the non- 
confederated unions think that there has been an 
<rosion of the traditional measures for exerting pres- 
sure. Mr Arroyo commented: “We observe that the 
marches, work stoppages, and strikes are generally 
declining in number, and often cause weakness.” 


He added that other methods should be added, or 
devised, so as not to jeopardize the public worker’s 
job stability. 


Opposing this, Melendez upholds the use of such 
procedures. He noted: “‘Nothing is given away here, 
everything must be fought for; and the way to do it is 
through mobilizations and strikes, even though many 
people don’t like it.” 


Within 


The labor minister underscored the need for labor 
unions not to become politicized, and for their leaders 
to receive training that will keep them from having a 
‘unilateral view of the problems.” According to Leon, 
genuine representatives of the workers must beplaced 
on the boards of directors, so that the former will not 
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lose confidence; and, furthermore, seminars must be 
promoted. to discuss national issues, so as to expand 
the vision of those leading the labor union movement. 


In the view of SITRAE-Vanguard, there is still an 
interest among the political parties in “hegemonizing 
the labor union organizations”; which has resulted in 
a lack of ideological pluralism when it is time to make 
decisions. It added that there is an urgent need to 
replace theleadership cadres, because opportunism 
often prevails. 


However, Professor Melendez remarked that the pres- 
ence of movements of opinion in the six confedera- 
tions and other entities comprises a picture at odds 
with which has been charged by the non-confederated 
entities. 


In this regard, Mr Solano came out in favor of 
implementing more democratic regulations that 
would improve the elections and the substance of the 
labor union movement. 


The foregoing, or any other reforms that are success- 
fully enacted would be aimed at a greater reactivation 
of trade unionism. The leaders queried feel that 
solidarism has gained ground, with the aid of man- 
agement in some instances, which they might well 
have been able to procure. 


They think that the next 5 years, and perhaps longer, 
will be a period of decision, wherein the public and 
peasant sectors will play a leading role. 


COSTA RICA 


Active Labor Unions and Membership by Confederation 


as of September 1986 (*) 

Labor Unions Members 
Confederation Number Percentage Number Percentage 
CCTD 70 20.9 16,419 11.8 
CTC 22 6.6 8,470 6.1 
CATD | 3.3 20,155 14.5 
CUT 38 11.3 26,310 19.0 
CNT 26 7.8 18,278 13.2 
CTCR 33 9.8 7,715 5.6 
CONPROSEP 7 2.1 2,041 1.5 
Independents 128 38.2 39,195 28.3 
Totals 335 100 138,583 (**) 100 


(*)Source:Ministry of Labor and Social Security 
(**)Represents a labor union organization of 16.2in 
relation to the country’s employed population: 857,749 
persons. 


Labor Union Organization by Institutional Sector 


as of September 1986(*) 
Public Sector 

Province Central Autono- Private Unknown Totals 

Govern- mous Sector Section 

ment Entities 
San Jose 40,336 38,867 18,184 239 97,626 
Alajuela 75 839 1402 — 2,316 
Cartago 72 9i1 14,954 — 15,937 
Heredia —_ 1,422 2,386 — 3,808 
Guana- —_— 69 27 _ 896 
caste 
Puntarenas 37 1,217 5,568 — 7,192 
Limon — 4,240 6,568 — 10,808 
Totals 40,520 47,565 50,259 239 138,583 


(*)Source:Ministry of Labor and Social Security 
2909 
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Central Bank To Approach IMF on Debt 
32480014a Santo Domingo LISTIN DIARIO 
in Spanish 9 Sep 87 p 1-D 


[Article by Jose Romero] 


[Text] All the roads the Central Bank has taken so far this 
year, with respect to the foreign debt, have led it to where 
it does not want to go: the International Monetary Fund 
(IMF) 


To continue the payment strategy it has been pursuing, 
that is, covering only interest payments to the extent that 
it can, in a kind of undeclared moratorium, will require 
the blessings of the IMF. 


Practically everywhere the bank has gone in search of 
aid, it has not been turned down outright for the sake of 
diplomacy, but it has been told: First go to the IMF. 


This is what was said to a mission that went to Paris in 
late July to renegotiate with the Paris Club (friendly 
government creditors). Secretary of Finance Roberto 
Saladin and Jose Carlos Isaias, economic adviser to the 
Central Bank Board of Governors, were the recipients of 
this message. 


The Dominican debt to other governments accounts for 
44.2 percent of the total. Most of this debt is owed to the 
United States (72 percent of this subgroup), followed by 
Spain and Japan. These three governments have tradi- 
tionally shown signs of friendship and solidarity with our 
country, but on this occasion, the Dominican Republic 
wants very exceptional treatment: It wants to be allowed 
to renegotiate, that is, to defer payment on what is 
already in arrears. No one has ever been granted this 
favor, and one of the essential conditions imposed by the 
Paris Club is that in order to renegotiate, one must first 
pay, in cash, at least the interest that is owing. In the case 
of the Dominican Republic, this interest amounts to US 
$65 million as of today, but if the tab keeps running it 
will reach $98 million by the end of the year. It is 
rumored that the Club made an exception for two 
African countries, and that is why the Dominican 
Republic is trying for equal treatment. 


Another place the bank has gone in search of help is the 
commercial banking sector, which holds 22.5 percent of 
all the loans. 


The banks have said that a prior understanding with the 
IMF is preferable. 


DOMINICAN REPUBLIC 28 


The IMF has asked the Central Bank to submit a 
financial projection report containing goals for 1988. It 
is believed that the Central Bank will not impose adjust- 
ments on itself. 


The country has asked for an Enhanced Surveillance 
Agreement, but the IMF does not lend much credence to 
that. 


It was going to hear the Dominican request on the 24th 
of this month, but it postponed the matter until the Bank 
can turn in the report, which has been delayed for several 
months. At first the bank blamed the delay on problems 
related to the change in government. 


But since the commercial banks have said that 17 
November is the deadline for renegotiation, the Central 
Bank is expected to have the report ready before that 
date. 


According to Article 4 of the IMF Charter, all member 
states must submit an annual report to the Directorate. 


As of last 31 December, the public sector debt and the 
guaranteed disbursed debt amounted to $3,646,400,000. 
This figure does not include the private sector debt, 
which is approximately 5 percent of the total. 


That debt broke down as follows as of the end of last 
year: multilateral organizations, 31.1 percent; govern- 
ments, 44.2 percent; commercial banks, 22.5 percent; 
suppliers, 1.6 percent; others (miscellaneous), 1.4 per- 
cent. 


The Central Bank is current on its interest payments to 
all the multilateral organizations, but there is no net 
positive flow with the World Bank. There is a very small 
positive flow with the Inter-American Development 
Bank (IDB). The Central Bank is in arrears only with the 
Paris Club. 


Since last 16 August, the present administration has paid 
some $370 million to service the debt, plus nearly $200 
million on the reciprocal credit agreement (for oil) with 
Venezuela. 


If the country does not manage to renegotiate its debt to 
the banks this year, the favorable terms negotiated in 
1985 will be nullified. Those terms, with a 13-year grace 
period and lower interest rates, were better than those 
obtained in 1983, and if the 1985 terms are nullified, the 
1983 terms will come into effect once again. 


The way the game is played, every year there must be a 
renegotiation in order to keep the terms obtained in the 
last renegotiation. 
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Recent Political, Economic, Social Developments 


32480035 [Editorial Report] Various Spanish-language 
Mexican press sources, as indicated, have been consulted 
to prepare the following collection of extracts, No 6 in a 
series. Where further processing by FBIS is planned, a 
note to this effect accompanies the item. 


Single Candidacy Declared Impossible—At a 9 Novem- 
ber meeting of the provisional directorate of the Mexican 
Socialist Party (PMS) a document was drafted for release 
the following day at an interparty meeting that points up 
“ithe impossibility” of settling on a single presidential 
candidate representing the left and the Democratic Cur- 
rent. After 6 hours of debate the body unanimously 
agreed not to modify its position of the previous week 
that a primary election for the purpose of choosing a 
single candidate required the participation of all the 
parties concerned. PMS presidential candidate Heberto 
Castillo had said before the meeting that if the leadership 
chose to ignore the prior decision requiring the partici- 
pation of all the parties then he would run as an 
independent. [Mexico City LA JORNADA 10 Nov 87 p 
5] 


Boost in Power of Oil Workers’ Leadership Claimed— 
Joaquin Hernandez Galicia (“La Quina”) and Salvador 
Barragan Camacho were elected secretary general and 
alternate secretary general, respectively, during the 19th 
National Convention of the Revolutionary Trade Union 
of Petroleum Workers of the Mexican Republic 
(SRTPRM), on 7 November. The terms of office begin | 
January 1988 and run for 6 rather than the usual 3 years, 
Owing to changes made to union statutes during the 
convention. According to LA JORNADA, this and other 
changes give ‘“‘absolute decisionmaking power and con- 
trol” to the union's general executive committee. 


MEXICO 29 


During the convention the SRTPRM decided to donate 
500 million pesos to the Confederation of Mexican 
Workers (CTM) for the support of hard-pressed unions. 
The gathering closed with remarks by CTM leader Fidel 
Velazquez, who stressed that any attack on the oil 
workers’ union would be taken as an attack on the labor 
movement as a whole. Velazquez also said that since 
Hernandez Galicia assumed leadership of the union it 
has been “a vanguard organization not only for oil 
workers but for the entire proletariat and the country in 
general.” [LA JORNADA 8 Nov 87 p 3; Mexico City 
EXCELSIOR 8 Nov 87 pp 1-A, 15-A] 


46 Percent of 1988 Budget for Debi—About 46 percent 
(between 92 and 100 trillion pesos) of federal govern- 
ment expenditures for 1988 will be for servicing foreign 
and domestic public debt, according to the Planning and 
Budget Secretariat. Of this amount, between 54.8 and 59 
trillion pesos will go for interest payments, with the rest 
going for payment on the principal. It is expected that 
this year the government will spend more than 48.237 
or. pesos on debt payments. [LA JORNADA 5 Nov 
87 p 31] 


Hirings at Reopened Ford Plant—Following a 3 1/2- 
month closure, the Ford Motor Company plant in Cuau- 
titlan, State of Mexico, resumed operations on 9 Novem- 
ber with 1,325 of its original work force of 3,200. These 
were rehired at salary levels below those originally paid, 
now averaging 400,000 pesos montily. Plans call for the 
work force eventually rising to 2,500. [EXCELSIOR 10 
Nov 87 pp 5-A, 43-A; LA JORNADA 10 Nov 87 p 13] 


Simplification of Business Forms—The Commerce and 
Industrial Development Secretariat (SECOFIN) has 
introduced a new form to be used in requesting both 
import and export permits. This was announced by a 
SECOFIN official in Monterrey, Nuevo Leon, on 7 
November. Such requests formerly required completion 
of 14 forms. The change aims at expediting foreign trade 
business operations. [EXCELSIOR 8 Nov 87 STATES 
section p 2] 
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Son of EPS Colonel Joins Resistance 
32480013c Bogota NICARAGUA HOY in Spanish 
10 Sep 87 pp 1, 4 


[Text] In the mountains of Nicaragua (special to NICA- 
RAGUA HOY)—Richard Lugo Chamorro, the young 
recruit who is the son of a prominent Sandinist officer 
and was captured by the Resistance Army, has just 
broken his silence to announce that he has joined the 
rebel forces. 


Lugo Chamorro’s decision is the clearest sign so far of 
the moral decay of the Sandinist troops, most of them 
young men recruited into the force. 


The young man in question is the son of Richard Lugo 
Kautz, a grassroots Sandinist activist who used to be on 
the general staff of the army led by Humberto Ortega 
Saavedra. 


“*] want to remain at the side of the Resistance comman- 
dos, because I feel that I have collaborated with them 
and I am afraid to return to Managua,” stated the 
younger Lugo. At the same time, he accused the Sandin- 
ist Army of “serving a minority.” ““Why should I defend 
their interests and not my own?” he added. 


Lugo Chamorro, 17, was in the fourth year of secondary 
school at the Colegio Centroamericano in Managua 
when he was recruited into the Sandinist Popular Army 
(EPS), which he claims is actually very unpopular. 


“When Sandinism was created, divisiveness began. Then 
came the Contras. The Sandinist politicians told me that 
there was nothing but mercenaries, former Somocist 
guards, and murderers in the Resistance. That’s why one 
begins to feel hatred toward them and toward neighbor- 
ing countries such as Costa Rica and Honduras, which 
are branded as collaborators of the Contras,” stated 
Lugo, narrating his experiences during the 73 days he 
spent in the Sandinist military. 


Like thousands of young Nicaraguans trapped in their 
own country, Lugo received training at the Mulukuku 
Base in the province of Jinotega. There he was assigned 
as an artillery gunner familiar with the “RPG,” a gre- 
nade launcher in the conventional infantry. 


The youth recalied how he had been captured last 19 
June, in Cano de la Cruz, Jinotega Province, after a 
fierce battie between his unit and the rebels. Ten other 
recruits were captured on that occasion along with Lugo 
Chamorro. 


‘At the moment of the capture I was afraid they would 
kill me, being the son of a well-known Sandinist lieuten- 
ant colonel. For a few moments, I feared for my life,” he 
asserted. 


Nonetheless, all the psychological indoctrination the 
Sandinists had given him quickly evaporated. 
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“Cmdr Solin,” chief of the unit that made the capture, 
identified the prisoners and then proceeded to give them 
the assistance they needed, as Lugo himself said. 


“We were actually treated well. The morale of the 
Resistance commandos is incredible. I don’t understand 
how they avoid getting hit, but they fight on their knees 
or standing up. They never remain in position, but 
constantly launch attacks against the Army’s positions,” 
he stated. 


When the Sandinist Revolution triumphed in 1979, 
Richard was just 9 years old. 


“I practically grew up under that system. Now, after 2 
months with the Resistance commandos, I have realized 
that I like democracy, not the other, communism,” he 
added. 


Lugo did not find “monsters” in the ranks of the 
Resistance; he found an enemy who, when all is said and 
done, shows more human compassion than the Sandin- 
ists, who still do not seem to understand the damage they 
are doing to the people of Nicaragua. 
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Military Training in Artillery, Topography Noted 
32480013b Managua SEGOVIA in Spanish No 21 
June 87 pp 22-23 


{Article by Ist Lt Luis Reyes Aleman] 


[Text] It has been a long time since the days when an 
officer would direct the combat course from the back of 
a horse atop a small hill, with no aid other than a pair of 
binoculars. Similarly, the chief of a battery did not need 
to stray from the artillery pieces to direct and observe the 
results of the firing. 


The progress that has been made in the various areas of 
science and technology in the last few decades of this 
century has led to an increase in the number of troops 
engaged in combat. Thus, the combat must be directed 
by following a plan or map. At the same time, the range, 
power, and precision of the artillery have improved 
accordingly, and the use of these weapons requires that 
the gunner have access to precise topographical data so 
that combat units can be placed and targets identified. 
For this reason, topography is now an essential part of 
military training. 


A rocket or artillery (mortar) projectile can hit the target 
only if the distance and direction from the firing position 
(or launching ramp) to the target are determined with 
sufficient accuracy. For this purpose, the relative loca- 
tion of the various artillery units and of the target must 
be determined in the field. 
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The primary objective of topographical location is to 
obtain coordinates, rectangular plains, azimuths, planes 
of orientation and altitudes of observation posts, radio- 
location stations, sound posts and firing positions, using 
as a point of departure (initial) the data from the state 
geodesic grids, special grids, and the artillery control 
points. 


Therefore, topographical training is part of the topo- 
graphical back-up of the troops’ combat actions, and it 
includes two basic elements: 


e The creation of a frame of reference for topographical 
relocation (state geodesic networks, special networks, 
and artillery networks). 

¢ The topographical location of the firing positions and 
the artillery observation post. 


These tasks are carried out by the small units (squadrons 
and crews) of the Artillery Topographical Service, which 
are equipped with optical instruments for measuring 
angles and distances as well as ground navigation. These 
instruments are accurate enough to meet all of the needs 
involved in the topographical training of the troops. 


In this regard, given the importance of these units to our 
country, the first steps were taken toward the formation 
of these Small Topographical Units (squadrons) upon 
the completion of the first course for topographer spe- 
Cialists, which lasted 3 months. 


The participants obtained satisfactory results in that 
they gained the knowledge they need to undertake this 
task that is of such vital importance to the country’s 
defense, the execution of the Technical Topogeodesic 
Densification Project. In various parts of the national 
territory, they will expand and consolidate their knowl- 
edge and skills so that they can subsequently carry out 
topographical projects independently in the various 
regions to which they are assigned. This will establish the 
indispensable geodesic base that will ensure the success 
of the combat missions assigned to the artillery. 
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Military Reservist’s Training Described 
32480013a Managua BARRICADA in Spanish 
22 Sep 87 pp 1, 4 


[Text] 7:00 p.m. At this hour relative calm prevails in the 
Raiti Military Training Center (CEM). Night has fallen, 
and the troops of Battalion 32-38 are looking for their 
huts, shacks, or tents for the “roll.” I am lying in a 
hammock, and from here I can hear snatches of conver- 
sation, laughter, and bragging by those who do not want 
to go to sleep as early as the hens. We arrived here 3 days 
ago, and every one of us—soldier, chief, or politician— 
agrees that in one way or another these have been the 
worst hours of the mobilization. 
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The problems abound: Nearly 70 men must sleep stand- 
ing up because there are no hammocks; the CEMs do not 
have a lot because they go to the war fronts. The food is 
in short supply and poorly prepared. And the frosting on 
the cake is that the training doesn’t start until tomorrow. 
In other words, we have spent 72 hours at the mercy of 
an exhausting, stifling idleness. Why did they bring us 
here on the 2nd if the course doesn’t start until the 5th? 
This question has been asked by not just one, but by the 
majority of reservists, and I personally do not have any 
answer to it. “Accept it, there has been disorganization,” 
they tell the officers, and the statement hangs in the air. 
No one has been able to prove otherwise. 


4:30 a.m. Luckily, it was not raining when dawn broke, 
and we were able to do our morning exercises in dry 
conditions. These are the same 45 minutes of exercises 
we did in Zinica, but with a new and different element: 
There we were soldiers; here we are in ccommand. There 
we could come late to exercises and even do them 
halfheartedly; but not here, because we are leading them, 
and we have to do them well. 


I remember that Mauricio Cruz, platoon chief, had a 
terrible time getting out of bed in Zinica, but here he was 
one of the first to line up, and he led his troops through 
the one, two, three, now bend at the waist... What a 
switch! 


Noon. We have finished the first firing exercise, which 
for many was their first time shooting an AK rifle. The 
exercise involved rapidly firing five cartridges into tar- 
gets 25 meters away, learning to organize the organs 
involved in marksmanship and conquering fear. Some, 
such as Don Reynaldo or the blond fellow from Foto 
Castillo, who were shooting for the first time, achieved 
excellent results. I think there are some potential sharp- 
shooters in the 4th Company. 


3:00 p.m. Today I will receive no visitors, so I set myself 
to one of the most tiring and boring tasks in the world: 
doing the laundry. My assigned uniform, a brown shirt 
and olive green pants, might as well be a bag of “pino- 
lillo” [a brown drink made from pinole] mix for all the 
dirt that comes out of it. Under these circumstances, it 
would be nice to have about six clean uniforms to spare. 


6:00 p.m. The visiting relatives have left, and all the 
men—whether alone or in small groups—begin to 
unpack their “care packages.” It’s amazing how much 
can be stuffed into a bag: “pinolillo” mix, sugar, crack- 
ers, chile dishes, bread, chicken, fried bananas, and even 
tripe. Today, hardly anyone goes near the CEM mess 
tent. 


Monday, 7 September 


5:00 a.m. The time came for morning exercises, but I 
couldn’t get up. I spent all night with chills, fever, and 
pains in my bones. My body feels like it’s been put 
through a wringer. I don’t want to get up for the rest of 
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the day, but I will have to; today it’s my turn to give a 
political class on the Disciplinary Regulations of the 
Sandinist Popular Army (EPS). 


9:30 a.m. My 2-hour class is finally over. For 90 minutes, 
I had to explain the infractions, punishments, and incen- 
tives as | hacked and coughed and blew my nose every 
few minutes. I thought of just not showing up to class, 
but I had to do it because that was the responsibility they 
assigned me, as a military officer and member of the 
Sandinist Front. In the end, I realized that this little 
effort would never send anyone to the grave. 


11:00 a.m. I have just had a check-up at the medical unit. 
Felix Lezcano, the Battalion 32-38 medic, diagnosed 
malaria. He prescribed rest for the remainder of the day, 
and the five bitter pills of chloroquine and primaquine. 
I’m going to lie in the hammock because | don’t feel like 
sleeping and sweating anymore. 


7:00 p.m. ““How’s it going, Fonseca?”’ “Better,”’ I reply. 
“There’s a party meeting,” says the same voice. So, an 
hour and a half later, in a hut where moths fluttered 
around the candle and the tired, sweaty, dirty men, the 
Carlos Arroyo Grassroots Committee and the Heroes of 
San Jose de las Mulas Grassroots Assembly were formed. 
The historic mission of these two bodies is to raise the 
political-moral level of the troops, using whatever means 
they can find. 


Tuesday, 8 September 


4:00 p.m. A member of the battalion chief's staff talks in 
confidence with a group of us reservists. He tells us that 
they have been mobilized since July, and every weekend 
they must report for military training in each of their 
specialties. “Don’t think this business about the defense 
of Managua is just talk; this is serious business,” he 
assured us. He added that Battalion 32-38 (ours) has 
already been given a specific mission and an area to 
defend in case of a U.S. invasion. 


“And the assigned uniis are also ready,” I think, so just 
one element is left: training the troops. That is what we 
are doing, and then the defensive chain will be ready. 
Those bastards will never catch us lying down, that’s for 
sure! 


Wednesday, 9 September 


11:30 a.m. We do the exercise “The Soldier on Scouting 
and Defense” under a sun that burns intensely and in a 
field full of nettles and “*picapica” [stinging plant]. I inch 
forward on my belly or my hands and knees, trying to 
avoid the inevitable: feeling the stinging and itching of 
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those nasty plants. I could have stopped moving that way 
and just stood up, allowed myself to be captured and 
gone to rest under a tree; but that’s not the point of the 
mobilization. I think that although we are “playing” war, 
we must do it as realistically as possible. And if tomor- 
row I have to scout out the enemy’s position, how will I 
do it? That’s why it’s important to practice and practice, 
because that’s the only way to learn, and then you feel 
sure of yourself. 


Thursday, 10 September 


5:00 p.m. Felix Lezcano, the battalion medic, told me 
that several reservists are down with diarrhea. First they 
said it was from the CEM food, but after a few inquiries 
they discovered that was not true. What happened is that 
they kept on eating a chicken that was broght to them last 
Sunday. He said the chicken’s legs and wings were left 
ont in the sun. 


Friday, 11 September 


5:00 p.m. A comrade from the Red Cross came to our 
general formation and invited us to donate blood next 
Monday the 14th. In the Reserve the representatives of 
this noble institution are known as vampires. Of our 4th 
Company, 32 volunteers stepped forward. I remember 
that in Zinica—so long ago—a Red Cross doctor told 
Maj Davila that “the EPS is the biggest donor in the 
country.” No doubt about that: Month after month, at 
every combat training session, hundreds of reservists 
volunteer to lie down on a cot and clench and unclench 
their fists to show solidarity. 


6:00 p.m. We break in a new bathhouse. Thanks to the 
personal efforts of a reservist in the battalion (he works 
at Penwalt) six new showers were installed. “It’s legal,” 
people said. Now, it’s really worth the trouble to bathe. 


Saturday, 12 September 


7:00 p.m. The sky is clear and there is no threat of rain. 
I lie on the ground and rest, thinking of the first 10 days 
we have spent here in Raiti. The situation with the 
hammocks and the food has improved, and we now feel 
wiped out instead of bored. In Managua, on the other 
hand, a long weekend begins today. Is it fair? I think 
everyone deserves a break, and it is preferable to be here 
today rather than another time, such as Holy Week or 
Christmas. We are asked to give up five weekends a year, 
while others have to give up every Saturday and Sunday 
for 2 years. ““Now that really puts a cramp in your style.” 
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